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The menace of the 80’s 

Quiet campaign quells Aids terror in Arabia 
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By Roderick Smith 

Star Britain Correspondent 

AIDS IS today a four-letter word 
lor sexual terror. Pessimistic ex- 
perts predict the dawn of a new 
world health holocaust. By 1990. 
they say. 100 million in Africa will 
carry the killer disease. 375,000 
could die in New York alone and 
more than 1 million might be In- 
fected in the United Kingdom. 

But, in the heart ol Arabia, the 
mood is one ol quiet vigilance, ra- 
ther than reaction to crisis. 

By November, when dire warn- 
ings ignited a multi-mrilion pound 
sterling British government cam- 
paign against the Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome. Arab 
Quit stale authorities had been 
quietly taking tough action lor 
more than one year. Back in Oc- 
tober 1985, Saudi Arabia started 
screening local donors and im- 
ported blood supplies ior Aids, a 
virus which effectively hijacks the 
human body's central detencus, in 
particular the T4 white blood cells, 
destroying immunity to disease 

Dr Abdul Rahim al-Sowailem. 
assistant undersecretary for cu- 
rative medicine in the Health Min- 
istry. announced that a scientific 
i.onuiiittee had begun studying 
ways ot preventing the spread ol 
Aids which i an lie dormant for 20 
years or more provoking no symp- 
toms to reveaf its presence but 
rendering its carrier infectious. 
The organization of the anti -Aids 
campaign in the heart of Arabia 
compared favourably with the one 
onlyjust launched in Britain. Even 
as British government ministers 
were announcing that explicit lea- 
flets would be sent to every UK 
household, warning of Aids dan- 
gers. health officials were protest- 
ing that neither budget nor facili- 
ties existed to treat the virus, 
spread largely through sexual 
contact or an exchange of blood. 


In Saudi Arabia, as in other Arab 
Gulf states which include Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Qatar, the Sultanate of 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, actual measures to contain 
Aids were co-ordinated with the 
circulation of health information. 
As a high-level committee studied 
prevention methods, the Kingdom 
told hospitals to accept Imported 
blood only if accompanied by a 
certificate confirming supplies 
were Aids-free. 

Simulatneously, officials, such 
as the director of A!-Mahjar Ho- 
spital, Jeddah. Dr Abubaker Ba- 
dahdah. called for a raising of the 
general awareness oi the impor- 
tance of blood donations. Religi- 
ous leaders, scholars, writers and 
artists were urged to lead cam- 
paigns to educate the public. 
Saudi hospitals, Dr Abubaker 
pointed but, had lo strive for more 
blood donations in the face of 
growing dangers of imported blood 
because of spreading . killer dis- 
eases In many parts ofthe world. 

Imams (religious loaders) were 
invited lo publicize the advantage 
\ ol.bfood donation, and that it was 
hqrtfiless and ‘compatible with the 
Sharia (Islamic law) during Friday 
! sermons al the mosques. 

• By Marqh.. this year. Eastern 
Province Governpr Prince Muham- 
,> mad.lbn Fahdvyas (naugviraUng a 

• oeminaron Aids At the Secondary 

• VHffclth Institute; for' Boys In Dam- 

mart. More Ihhn $0o doctors dls- 
. cussed lessons : learned by the 
' i Health Ministry, .' and then ah- 
.•-Vswdred questions from the .'floor.’: 
iDr Sami, At-Sugar,- .Director ■ Geh- 
. .VCrfll : of Health Affairs In the pro- 
Vylnce,: 8Sid;no: caees of. Afds ,hed 
V '- ^en^re ; l 

••vl.'V : .V ' v ; : ■ • "C . 


That is not to say that the Ara- 
bian Peninsula Is Aids-free. An 
unconfirmed report suggests a 
woman in Abu Dhabi contracted 
the virus after a transfusion at the 
Emirates' s Corniche Hospital from 
blood imported from the UnitBd 
States before anti-Aids measures 
took effect. Dr Kazem Behbehami, 
who organized the first Middle 
East conference on Aids in Ku- 
wait. pointed out there were no 
firm figures for the whole of the 
East Mediterranean region span- 
ning 20 North African and eastern 
countries from Tunisia to Pakistan 
and including the Arab Gulf. 

"Officially," he said, "we don’t 
know. There have been five or six 


face the menace in the Gulf." he 
warned 

Qatar illustrates the advantages 
the Arab Gulf states have over 
many other countries in preventing 
the spread of Aids. The country 
has a population of only around 

300.000 of whom an estimated 

250.000 are expatriate workers 
from Asia, the West or Arab coun- 
tries. Expatriates have to undergo a 
rigorous medical on arrival lo take 
up a post. And Qatar now has the 
latest Aids-screening equipment. 

Also, while (here is a certain 
level of social contact between 
different ethnic groups, there is a 
tendency for Arab. Indians and 


the USA with figures suggesting 
1.5 million-plus might be contami- 
nated. the Kingdom was talking in 
terms of a very few possible 
cases. German expert Dr Lutje J. 
Behnken told a Jeddah seminar in 
February that the Kingdom was 
virtually free from Aids. 

Two cases, though, had been 
reported in Science magazine. 
That compared, then, with 411 of- 
ficially registered cases in Ca- 
nada. 466 in France, 350 In West 
Germany and 257 in Great Britain. 
Such figures may seem small to 
spark talk of a world-wide health 
holocaust. But confirmed figures 
are thought to be only the tip of 
the Aids iceberg. 
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cases reported in the newspaper. 
In some countries, like Afghanis- 
tan, they have no way of testing. 
They don't even know." 

In the wake of the conference 
safeguards In Arabia were tight- 
ened to include limits on use of 
blood In medical therapy, screen- 
ing of blood banks and a bar on 
high-risk groups donating blood. 
Priority was given to setting up 


Health Centre In Rayyan — can It check the Aids menace? 


British, for instance, to lead separ- 
ate lives. Entertainment, especially 
for most expatriates, revolves 
mainly around the home. Single 
working girls are rare and usually 
on parents' visas. This set-up, 
plus the separation of the sexes 
among the Islamic nationals, 
means that Western-style het- 
erosexual promiscuity is neglig- 
ible. In the whole of ihe six Arab 


Dr Meade Morgan, chief statis- 
tician at the Centre of Disease 
Control (CDC) In Atlanta. Georgia, 
says the 1 .5 million figure for the 
US is an Informed guess estimate. 
He could not argue with anyone 
who said that 3.5 million or more 
people might be carriers of Aids. 
The spread of Aids from homosex- 
ual and Intravenous drug-taking 
communities into the heterosexual 


The Gulf Arab (s still at risk through modern air travel. Popular holiday spots In the Far 
East Include the fleshpots of Manilla and Bangkok. European destinations such as Am- 
sterdam, London and Hamburg often what today could translate into fatal temptations 
for Gulf Arabs away from home. For months now religious leaders have been stressing the 
advantages of Gulf Arab holidaying at home and avoiding the contamination of 'slacker' 
Western morel values. 


three Aida research cenires — 
one in Kuwait. Last year officials 
in Bangkok reported that Saudi In- 
sistence on Aids testing prior lo 
granting work visas was delaying 
the departure of thousands of 
Thais for the Kingdom. About 
180,000 Thai workers are tempo- 
rarily In Saudi Arabia providing 
manpower (or cons toicl ion -relat- 
ed projects. 


Gulf Co-operation Council states, population at large, and the likely 
the population is not much more absence of any cure for decades, 
than 17 million. Decisions can also worries health authorities every- 
be implemented by decree rather where, 
than after a lengthy democratic - . 

process. Experts also point out that the 
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the Arab Gull states than lot WJJ 
Asian countries where poverty 
mean9 syringes are us ad a 
reused, or the United Stales 
where sexual licence In citiesauwj 
as New York and San Frandsco 
have given the virus a 
hold. But Aids may, even 
gaining a toehold in 

those succumlng to temptdlw 
the world’s vice districts, be 
expatriates on holiday or nalW». 
abroad on business. 
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whether tough moaeures ^bia 
enough to keep Aids out of Aran 
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The British Bank of the Middle East is pleased to announce the opening of 
their new branch at: 

JEBEL AMMAN 

the new fully computerised branch will offer a fast and efficient service to all 
BBME customers as of January 3rd 1987. 

A further Automatic Teller Machine has been installed to add our 24 hour 
ETC banking service to this location . 

Jebel Amman Branch 

Second Circle, Omar Bin Khatab St. Tel: 643102, 643106, P.O. Box 2432 
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Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor bid 
farewell to Egyptian President Hosnl Mubarak and 
wife Suzanna 

Mubarak ends visit after extensive talks 

• Egyptian President Hoanl Mubarak returned home lest 
Monday after a 24 hour visit to Aqaba whereheheldtalka 
with His Majesty King Hussein on Issues to be tackled 
the forth coming Islamic summit and matters related to bl 
lateral relations 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Mr Esmat Abdul Meguld.who 
accompanied the president on the visit told reporters on ar- 
rival In Cairo that Egyptian- Jordanian relations were at 
“thalr best" 

King Hussein and President Mubarak dlscusaed 'all 
aspects of Arab situation, International Issue of mutual 
concern and co-operation between both countries. 

Iraqi leader phones King Hussein 

• His Majesty King Hussein last Friday received a tele- 
phone call from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein who ass- 
ured him that the Iraqi forces had repelled and completely 
lolled the latest Iranian aggression and also regained the 
Umm Al Rasass Island. 

President Hussein told King Hussein that the Iraqi forces ‘ 
will continue to defend the lands of Iraq and the Arab 
Nation against all aggression and the Iraq army will conti- 
nue to achieve further victories until the final and decisive 
victory.’ 

O' Connor arrives without definite plans 

• New York’s Roman Catholic cardinal, John O'Connor, ar- 
rived In Amman last Sunday on a three-day visit to Jordan 
during which ha is expected to be received by His Majesty 
£ng Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 


nal O'Connor Is scheduled to visit the Baqaa refugee camp 
and a welfare clinic at Marka. 

Impact of five-year plan on population 

• The local Impacts of the JD 4.19 billion 1986-1990 
national development plan for Jordan’s East and West 
Banka were the main theme of a seminar which opened last 
Sunday. . 

The three-day event whloh will dlsouss the national deve- 
th£ m Plan's general framework and goals, will review 
tne education, health, labour and social development 
Policies of the five-year plan. 

Cabinet funds camps’ projects 

•The Cabinet has decided to spend JD Ktng" 

of projects at Palestinian refugee camps In the King 


Jordan 


Education projects in Jordan: 
World Bank and EC to help 


AMMAN (Star) — The Ministry of 
Education announced last Satur- 
day that It waB co-operating with . 
the World Bank In launching a new 
educational project which includes 
setting up and equipping 58 
compulsory-stage (elementary) 
schools throughout the Kingdom 
with seat capacity for 55,000 
students at a total coBt of JD 24 
million. 

According to the announcement, 
which was revealed by Mr Barakal 
Al Tarawneh, director of the 
projects department at the Minis- 
try of Education, the World Bank, 
together with the European Com- 
munity (EC) will finance the new 
project. Mr Tarawneh gave no 
other details but said that the two 
bodies are presently funding a 
training scheme, under which a to- 
tal of 62 teachers were dispatch- 
ed for vocational training at Ameri- 
can and Irish universities. 

In an Interview, Mr Tarawneh 
said that the ministry has just 
floated a JD-4.3 million tender for 
purchasing furniture and educa- 
tional equipment for the Taflleh 


Community College and for other 
schools which are included in the 
ministry’s fifth educational 
scheme. He did not mention the 
number of schools which are part 
of the project nor the results of 
the tender. 

Director of the ministry's de- 
partment for buildings and con- 
structions. Mr Abdul Razzaq Al 
Maanl, said his department has 
embarked on setting up and fur- 
nishing a 22-unlt housing scheme 
for teachers In the Kingdom’s re- 
mote areas of Ma'an. Karak, 
Aqaba, Jerash and Mafraq. at a 
total cost of JD 145,000. 

Mr Manni noted that the building 
of new schools will help the minis- 
try In solving problems related to 
rented buildings which are used as 
•schools, but do not meet a number 
of the basic requirements of 
health and extracurricular activi- 
ties. He stressed that setting up 
new public schools will also help 
In abolishing the two-tlre system 
at government schools. 

He said that a total of 7.034 


government teachers were mem- 
bers of the housing fund esta- 
blished In 1980, and that they 
were contributing a monthly 
amount of JD 63,000 (o the fund. 
Mr Maani added that the fund's 
revenues were being transferred 
to the Housing Corporation for 
housing units In Aqaba and Ma'an 
respectively. 

Dr Ahmad Al Atwan, director of 
the ministry's department for edu- 
cation and vocational training, said 
that a total of 34.891 student's 
are currently enrolled in second- 
ary vocational training stages for 
the scholastaic year 1986/1987. 

He stated that the ministry will 
at the beginning of 1967, open 20 
new complexes lor vocational 
schools throughout the Kingdom, 
which are part of the ministry's 
fifth and sixth education projects. 
He said that the new vocational 
training schools Include facilities 
for educating students who are at- 
tending vocational training, agri- 
cultural, industrial and commercial, 
and nursing and mld-wlfery spe- 
cializations. 
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Jordan’s handicapped:attitude needs to change 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to The Star 

HIS HIGHNESS Prince Ra'ad is 
well-known for his interest and 
encouragement for the handicap- 
ped. He is also the honourary pre- 
sident of the Blind Friendship So- 
ciety, the Handicapped Sport Un- 
ion and the Eye Bank Society 
(Assembly). 

Prince Ra'ad in an interview 
with The Star made his known 
conceptions and a general Idea on 
the subject of the handicapped In 
Jordan, the centres and societies 
that help these people to live in 
the Kingdom as dedicated citizens 
of the society, in addition to the 
task of integrating them as active 
members of the society. 

Prince Ra'ad emphasized that a 
handicapped person should be 
given an opportunity equal to that 
of the rest of the society to 
present and offer his services to 
his country. This is considered an 
essential part of the constitution 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. Through this conception, "we 
as authorized and responsible 
people. Interested In the handicap- 
ped, have to insist that planners 
' , and influential people in the gov- 
; • ernment include in their future 
plans and Ideas, programmes to 
support the handicapped. They 
/ should provide experts and tea- 
- chers to assist In preparing the 
necessary equipment needed for 
;• '.r all categories of the handicap In 
i \ order lo assist them In . developing 
!i :;\ their abilities in any field they see 
: suitable. Through rehabilitation, 

those people can specialize in any 
: : v Held of work, and through this. 

! ’ j ' suitable work opportunities can be 
; explored to suit their areas ofspe- 
| . . ciairzation. just like any other 
members of the society." 

j As a first step, Prince Ra’ad ad- 
J,: . decf that he would very much like 
U' words of. pity concerning the 
. ire^qlcap^ed omitted Some ol 


these unsuitable words are 'kind- 
ness, feeling sorry for. charity' and 
some other words that give a 
moody inclination concerning the 
support for the handicapped. Sup- 
porting and rehabilitating the dis- 
abled is a national duty and there 
must be plans which insist on a 
complete faith to assist 

these people integrate with the 
rest of the society. 

The handicapped should be 
viewed in a constructive way, and 
there is the need to help these un- 
fortunate people think optimisti- 
cally and constructively. There ap- 
pears now, Prince Ra'ad said, to 
be a new understanding on the 
need to encourage and support 
the handicapped to become effi- 
cient and useful members of the 
society. Despite this optimism, 

■ the society has to work harder 
In order to achieve better 
results. ' 

Prince Ra'ad stated that he 
would like to remind people that 
sports is a means of doing away 
with this negative view about the 
handicapped. Sports gives the 
chance, and is considered as a 
social element in opening wider 
horizons and attracting the handi- 
capped to enter centres and so- 
cieties specialized in assisting 
them. Furthermore sports is con- 
sidered as a means of treatment 
because, by participating in vari-' 
OU8 types of sports, the handicap- 
ped would ba healed psychologi- 
cally. "Probably, a smile from a 
handicapped person, after a 
year's treatment means he /she is 
responding In every way to ef- 
forts." This, said Prince Ra'ad, Is 
the best result one could get from 
years of hard work to obtain a 
handicapped person's response. " 
Only then, can I move on to a new 
stage of treatment which includes 
the duties to teach that person his 
rights as a Jordanian citizen and 
his duties toward his society and 
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country." 

Prince Ra'ad went on to add 
that the Handicapped Sports or 
Olympics Union is concerned with 
the task of arousing the interest of 
the handicapped through sports. 
Sports serves only as a means — 
not as a basic objective of the un- 
ion. 

In developed countries, sports 
implies a different meaning altoge- 
ther. There, the basic objective is 
to activate the sports movement 
because most other opportunities 
are available to the handicapped. 
Thus this opportunity should be 
available to them too. Meanwhile, 
in developing countries, sports 
play the role of integrating the 
handicapped into the society in 
which he lives. There are many 
other areas such as vocational 
education, rehabilitation, health; 
these opportunities are ail open to 
the disabled through societies and 
centres specialized in handicap 
affairs. 

Prince Ra'ad further stated that 
the handicapped society has 
achieved a lot. financially and oth- 
erwise under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein, members 
of the Royal Family, and other 
governmental bodies. Thus, it has 
started seriously and humbly, of- 
fering various opportunities to the 
various handicapped persons. 

He made a passionate appeal to 
the. students and graduates of the 
three Jordanian Universities. 
These students, he stated, should 
be more . interested in social and 
"voluntary work — - particularly 
those majoring in sociology and 
psychology. They should deal with 
facts of life and not just Insist on 
memorizing theories. They have to 
wake up to Jordaniah' realities, not 
only just in Amman but also in the 
towns and villages where they 
could become acquainted with the 
•. problems that face the handicap- 
: ped.. Thirty per cent of. the soci- 
ology and. psychology; students, 
participating in programmes for 
the handicapped should copcen- 
. Irate . bn case . work. .They should 
be. asked, fo evaluate cases and 
'.make. studies of real bases. This 
humanitarian programme could be 
achieved through the :'ef torts and 
: help ; of the Ministry of Social 
; Development in co -opera iioriwith 
the ■ three, universities.;- The pro 
, gramme Should : be considered ai 
'■part of.the curriculum required for, 
graduation., .• 

/; :P r, ndej. ; : Ra^.^Mprea^d. ,:his 
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“We have to understand how to 
deal with the handicapped, listen 
to them, feel what they need. The 
daily practices with the handicap- 
ped. treating them nicely and 
kindly, giving them simple presen- 
ts for encouragement or even 
making them participate in sport 
activities, help them to feel more 
sure and confident of themselves 
and encourage faster learning." 


everyone 


aware, 


people when they are ready to 
engage in life and work. Every- 
thing boils down to the Increases 
unemployment. As an example, 
there are blind people who hare 
university degrees, but have been 
unemployed for years as a result 
of lack of suitable Jobs for them 
"We have found jobs lor around 
1 60- 1 70 blind people, but unfortu- 
nately. at this stage, there are 
around 30 who are stifi unem- 
ployed. 
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Most handicapped people 
are young 

handicapped were looked upon as 
outcasts, not wanted around and 
not desired even by their own fa- 
milies. Nowadays, they are viewed 
less in this way. although some 
traces of negativity persists. 

Prince Ra'ad talked on the main 
problems facing the handicapped. 
It Is also a problem facing the rest 
of the society nowadays. It Is the 
problem of finding jobs for these 



Wasted limbs cannot 
hamper writing skills 

. Other problems arise .IJjJJ 
lack of concern for the drsabw 
over Jordan: hospitals, .o** 

hotels, parking lots . 8 ^?K 
the necessary equlpmwl - 
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Training the retarded to 
acquire vocational dexterity 


Frida Mdanat 

Special to The Star 

BUILT ON a 13,000 squaremetre 
land Nazik Al-Hariri Centre is the 
outcome of the philanthropic ef- 
forts of Mrs Hariri, who envisaged 
a comprehensive, exemplary facil- 
ity that would serve the needs of 
mentally handicapped children in 
Amman. 

Construction of the ultra modern 
centre, planned according to Inter- 
national specifications, was com- 
pleted late in 1984, and by the end 
of 1985, it was ready for use. The 
centre is run on a typical charity 
organization principles and is not 
Interested In making profit. Rather 
it alms at helping mentally im- 
paired children in Jordan. 

Transportation is offered free 
and costs of tuition and rehabilita- 
tion are symbolic in that some 
students are completely exempted 
from fees, depending on their fa- 
mily’s financial situation. The Cen- 
tre aims at providing the students 
with an opportunity to develop 
self-dependence and achieve the 
maximum degree of Independence 
In their lives. One hundred and 
forty students are currently 
benefiting from the Centre’s vari- 
ous facilities and are being trained 
by 24 specialized teachers In 
self-care; dally living, skills; perso- 
nality, perception and language 
development. The teachers also 
aim at vocations that suit the 
students abilities and interests, in- 
cluding carpentry, weaving and 
bamboo work. 

Students between the ages of 
Kve and 25 are accepted into the 
Centre following a diagnosis con- 
ducted by a special team consist- 
ing of a doctor, speech therapist, 
social worker, a teacher, and 
sometimes a physiotherapist. Af- 
Ibt an evaluation of the case, the 
student is put on a one month pro- 


bation period. Afterwards, he is 
accepted into the kindergarten de- 
partment or straight into voca- 
tional training and is given the 
proper programme according to 
the age and degree of impairment. 

The kindergarten and school 
section take care of children be- 
tween five and 14 years. Kinder- 
garten provides early Training and 
prepares students for the special 
education school where they are 
taught basic academic disciplines 
according to adapted methods. 
The students then go through a 
transistory period of two years 
during which they are prepared for 
the Vocational Training Unit. 

The centre has 18 classrooms; 
each room has a shower and 
toilets, a veranda, and a door to 
the spacious playgrounds. An av- 
erage of seven students use one 
classroom, and each one is given 
independent attention, care and 
the full opportunity to learn. 

Students' programmes include 
the use of all the Centre's facilities 
including the inside halls for re- 
creational and sports activities, 
the small gymnastics hall, the 
swimming pool for physiotherapy, 
the kitchen where they learn how 
to cook and the cafeteria where 
they are offered a hot meal daily. 
Their teachers join them during 
lunch to train them In how to be 
independent and acquire the ap- 
propriate table manners. 

Lectures and seminars are con- 
tinuously held at the Centre's au- 
ditorium for the teachers and par- 
ents of students. Parents are al- 
ways given advice and assistance 
on how to accept the conditions of 
their children and how to treat 
them at home to complement the 
job of the teachers. The teachers 
In their turn, are regularly re- 
freshed on the respective subjects 
through the specialized library 
available at the Centre. This ass- 


ists them tremendously to carry 
out their jobs to the best of their 
ability. 

Courses and short or long-term, 
in-service training are regularly 
provided at the Centre. This is or- 
ganized by the Research and 
Development Section, which also 
undertakes the tasks of conduct- 
ing research in theoretical and ap- 
plied subjects on mental retarda- 
tion: publishing of pamphlets and 
special booklets on the subject; 
the development of curricula, 
teaching methods and materials. 
Participants in the courses include 
the Centre's employees, college 
and university trainees and wor- 
kers from similar centres. 

The Centre works in co- 
operation with various governmen- 
tal institutions and departments. 
The Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Social . Development 
employ specialized teachers and 
social workers to help the Centre 
cut down on recruitment expen- 
ses. The Queen Alia Fund off ere 
generous contributions lo assist in 
the maintenance of high level of 
service to the students and to pro- 
vide them with all materials 
necessary for their learning. 

The Ministry of Health together 
with the Auxiliary Medical Service 
Section at the Centre provide me- 
dical services to the students. 

One of the Centre's modem and 
original ideas is an Independent 
Living Unit consisting of bedrooms 
and a fully modem equipped kit- 
chen which the students use for 
short periods of time lo learn 
daily-living skills such as cleaning, 
cooking and the making of beds. 
The Centre is a member of the 
Special Olympics Committee and 
the Jordanian Sports Federation 
for the Handicapped. 

Dr Yase Salemi, Director of the 
Centre takes special interest in 


The disabled — an analysis 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to The Star 

IN JORDAN there ere more 
than 18,828 registered 
handicapped persons made 
up of the following: the deaf 
and dump, the blind, the am- 
putant whether arm or legs, 
the mentally retarded, and 
palsy victims. Those with 
palsy have the highest per- 
centage. They form 30.5 per 
cent of the registered. Sec- 
end In line are the mentally 
[started with 25.g per cent, 
the deaf and dumb 16.8 per 
cent, the blind 11.2 per cent 
end the blind, deaf and dumb 
9-1 per cent. 

Studies Indicate that most 
handicapped people are 
young In age, with more than 
half of .the registered handl-. 
capped (53.3 per cent are 
below 15 years of age, and 
two- thirds (84.1 per cent) . 
eg. below 20 years of age. 
This category is proportional 
:° the population -age dlstrl- 
butien in Jordan where 50 
par cent of Jordan’s popula- 
tion are below 15 years of 
8 P.a- l.t is evident that moat 
children 71 18 per cent are 
oandfcapped when they were 
under .1 a years of ago r- 
particularly- tfie >mentally re- 
tarted the paralyzed arid the \ 
ceaf .and aymb, Among the 
. d«af, and dumb, 56 
Per .cent. of. them became 
handicapped . after 35 years , 
of age., ; • , ' : \ .,/ ; 

the ratio of males. to fe-: 



An attempt at writing 

males within the handicap- 
ped category Is 2:1. Two- 
thirds of the registered 
handicapped 65.7 per cent 
are Illiterate and the rate of 
illiteracy is very high among 
the deaf, the blind , the 
paralyzed, and the severely 
mentally- disordered. ■ 25 3 
per cent have attained their 
. preparatory education. Moat 
, handicapped persons puffer 
from ‘ unemployment. Unem- 
pkyment , rate ranges^ be- 
1 tween 47,5 per cent for the 
arripiitantsi and 97.5 per cent 

for tfieVdeaf and Wind 

‘ .. lit has been observed most 
: Of the handicapped, came 
'from poor families. 7 1.7 per 
• cent of the handicapped fa- 
mHles’ wages are below JP 


50 a month and 7.5 per cent 
of the disabled came from 
families whose monthly 
wags Is mors than JD 150 
per month. 

The history of special edu- 
cation for the mentally 
handicapped goes back to 
the 1980s. The number of 
special education centres 
that look after their affairs Is 
around 16 serving around 
1000 children. 

The Ministry of Social 
Development supervises the 
preparation of qualified em- 
ployees In the special educa- 
tion in addition to process of 
dlagnozlng the types of 
handicaps. 

On the other hand, Quean 
Alla Fund supports the men- 
tally handicapped Institu- 
tions financially and techni- 
cally and also provides Jor- 
dan with research and stu- 
dies concerned with the 
mentally disabled. The > Un v- 
erslty of Jordan helps n pre- 
paring specialists in this area 
fo become qualified In spe- 
cial education and It has in- 
augurated special educa- 
tion schools and centres in 
the University. The private 
sector lends its support by 
establishing and supervis- 
ing several Institutions for 
the handicapped. The num- 
ber of employees working in 
special education . centres. 
Their work Is distributed be- 
tween teaching and map- 
agemeht. ■ 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma with Mrs Nazik 
Al-Hariri 
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Students at the pro-vocational unit 


the participation ot students in 
sports events among the different 
centres. He is the chairman of the 
Mentally Retarded Committee — 
one of the federation's commit- 
tees. 

"We treat our students like our 
children" said one of the teachers, 
" and we are delighted at the 


slightest development they majre." 
The teachers are motivated by 
their own love of their jobs, even 
with the slowest and the most im- 
paired child. They do their best to 
teach and train their students to 
have a better future and aid their 
integration into society as produc- 
tive, self-dependent individuals. 


Royal recognition 
for the disabled 




Distribution of document for the vehicles 


AMMAN (Star) — in a special 
reception at Amra Hotel held by 
the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Developments on the occasion of 
His Majesty King Hussein's last 
birthday, b number of cars .were 
presented to a group of Jordanian 
handicapped people. The Minister 
of Labour and Social Develop- 
ment. Mr Khalld AI Haj Hasson 
opened the reception by staling, 
that disability has never consti- 
tuted an obstacle to prevent the, 
disabled from enjoying a decent 
life, He quoted King. Hussein's dic- 
tum which states 'the' human el- 
ement is our most precious wealth . 
which never runs out." 

The ceremony wsb attended by 
His Royal Highness : Prince Ra'ad 
Bin Zara. (he Ch,e f Chamberlian. 


and the head of the Jordanian 
Federation of Disabled Sports. 

Mr Haj Hassan referred to the 
role played by his ministry and 
said (hot its main objectives are to 
care for and protect all citizens re- 
gardless of their location and con-, 
d it Ions. He lauded the Kings Huss- 
ein's wise march which should be 
embraced as a model for behav- 
iour end sincerity in maintaining a 
decent and honorable life for 
, every person In the society. 

He pointed out that King Huss- 
ein's initiative to establish the 
National Aid Fund was the be3t 
example of his wise leadership, a 
timely step, aimed at maintaining a 
prosperous society which enjoys a 
high standard of social justice. 









Perspective 87: Middle 
East and the Iran factor 


By Sajid Rizvi 

DUBAI — The fallout from the Un- 
ited States' Iran fiasco seems 
certain to cloud the prospects for 
peace In the Middle East In 19B7 
until two key questions are an- 
swered: 

— Has American credibility in the 
region suffered? 

— Can the United States still 
hope to perform effectively in 
areas requiring American influ- 
ence, from Arab-lBraeli issues and 
regional Intra-Arab disputes to the 
Quit war? 

if the answer to the first ques- 
tion must be yes. that to the sec- 
ond ought to be no. according to a 
wide range of diplomats, editors 
and officials who spoke privately 
to me recently in the United Arab 
Emirates, Iraq, Turkey, Egypt and 
Morocco. 

Whatever the argument for a US 
opening toward Iran, the mefhod 
used to secure one poeed some 
hard questions for Reagan's Arab 
allies. Was the gosture to Iran high 
strategy? Or simple betrayal? If It 
was neither, merely a bungle, 
where do (he Arab nations stand 
now? 

The task of re-interpreting Rea- 
gan Is a political minefield for Arab 
leaders who shaped their policies 
round the premise that Reaganlte 
diplomacy would produce results 
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.Ronald Reagan 

in Israel, Lebanon and the Gulf. 

Should they now denounce him? 
And If they do, what alterhatlves 
to a US link can they hope fpr? 

: Irt Janudry Kuwait will host an 
islanilc summit conference and 
perhaps an Arab summit, too. In 
> January' also. Iran is. expected to 
*- bring to a' head its military pros- 
' sure on Iraq, unless, as one ana- 
lyst pul it, “The Iranians .oblige the 
.- Americans by holding back. 1 ; : ... 

\ ' A new Iranian offensive against 
. -Iraq ;woiild.fjive the He to the US 
: argument that .the arms deliveries 
: placated Iran, and’ promoted' mod- 
erates within- Ayatollah Riihollah 
^hpntelhrsreglin&V ..*■ 

,lt:toodldi moreover; build Up mo- 
rel pressure on Iraq's Arab friends 
. to increase Ihslr, largesse;; if not 
; olunfie fnlMtipirify Into the cbnfUdt. 
:■ Thepeet.rfKjhlhsof'exbandlnfl na- 


• val conflict: showMhow easily rhe 
.WaK- oduW; engulf btheif i Arab 
states, particularly Ku wall J 'Saudi 
Arabia, : !hq Uhi tea. Arab Emirates 
and Oman . 1 •> :v .- • : ' ! r f i*r : ' 


Ayatollah Khomeini 

But while reported US deliveries 
to Tehran have raised the specter 
of an escalation, some analysts 
argue a militarily replenished Iran 
may feel confident enough to sit 
back and consider a cease-fire. 

"Iran’s Intransigence so far can 
be traced back to its fear of the 
unknown, or paranoia about US in- 
tentions," said one expert. 

"The US arms may just, repeat 
just, calm those fears” 

What if Iran abandons Its offen- 
sive? "The anger and betrayal 
now felt In the Arab world can 
easily be dispelled if there is a 
positive turn toward peace in the 
war," said an experienced analyst 
of inter-Arab politics. 

But will that happen? 

"The direction of Middle East 
events now Is even less predict- 
able than before,” he said. 

Even an Iranian failure to attack 
would not eaBe the moderate 
Arabs' difficulties, for the Iran 
revelations triggered a crisis of 
faith involving issues beyond the 
Quit. 

Syria, despite the mistrust that 
President Hafez al Assad invokes 
among Arab traditionalist leaders, 
Is a clear benefiofary. 

•Western punitive actions 
against his regime for its alleged 
support of terrorism were unpopu- 
lar before Reagan was revealed 
as contradicting himself in Iran. 
Now the dichotomy seems unten- 
able. 


“ff Iran Is indispensable to hi-. 

§ her US policy. Interests, surely Ha(e , A . flari 
yna can t be far behind," said a naiez A88ad 
Syrian source. . „„ 


keeping America out but also on 
making Israel less comfortable 
along Its northern border. 

Independent diplomatic ana- 
lysts. however, believe by far the 
most significant impact of the Iran 
muddle Is that it weakens US ar- 
guments against including the So- 
viet Union in a peace-making 
process between the Jordanians 
and Palestinians on one hand and 
Israel on the other. 

The United States and Israel 
have opposed Soviet participation 
In an International conference on 
the Middle East. But amidst Wes-, 
tern insensitivity. Arab support for 
a Soviet role in the peace search 
has grown. 

Moscow has built up a store of 
Arab goodwill through carefully- 
cultivated diplomatic ties with Ku- 
wait, Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates, and through discreet tr- 
ade links with Saudi Arabia. 

Soviet diplomatic advances in 
North Africa, already considerable, 
are likely to blunt the overtly 
pro-US stances of Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco. 

Diplomats interviewed in Rabat 
said the pro-Soviet trend reflected 
a desire for political and economic 
diversity, due as much to reass- 
essment of national interests as a 
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y an source. . . . deaperot© need to find alterna- 
te nrortin»orf tlv08 to 'wtflctlve Western trade, 

wouTd^'Coma Vo rw? lB8 P ractices ' Moscow, Itself seeking 
St »hS! nnZ d n ? ? 8 ■ new markets, has been eager to 

caOse^uaf as H 8 laliardJo^hink of SB"* PUttlng lrade before po " 

• a .Gulf without Iran, It Ie lmp6s9 r lble ■' 

to^ consider a Mlddlo East without , : "US loss of credibility cannot 
oyr a ‘ automatically, be translated into a 

1 la „ . .Soviet 0®ln across the board,” 

orvH * h i° u S 1 Interest in Syria said one diplomat. "Nor can one 
frSwi5S a i rion 8B . em8 Presently- J see frelnqiy states suddenly die- 
restricted to securing freedom for. believing, everything : the United 
\WM^.lmiaOM l analysts say States stands for. . ■ " 

. neither Damascus nor Tehran has 

one ,. f< J c * ~ It ; l8 * ! . "But there Is that certain looking 
through Lebanon jhat the ; United arpund more, often, a wider search 
StateB , end Israel can be press- V for. friends or partners.' 1 • 

. ured most. : ■ ; •; .. 

: ' ;.Ths : hostage ' deals , establish ' ,rtat *r end would be 

[rain's presence alongside Syria Irt 1 L,s relations 

Lebanon. But they step encapsu- ; ^ Middle East, though It 

'|afo the West’s, vulnerability in not necesgarilyleadto any 

: as yet unrp$plyecj;prpblsnij:; drastic -reiiiignmerits : . . . 

, : . Having unceremoniously dum-: Features. 

■. ped. President. : Amin ■ Gamayel’s •'K'V''' 1 '' j “ : ’ • 4 ■ 

government. the United a»ihv ' 



■ r--., » ; uqiiraygi g v 

government, theUrilted States atlli 
, inust cope with the fact that Leba-:; 
; pop abounds In enemies 
Lebanese; PaleStiniansiDr dVeand: .r 

■ Syrians — ■ Iptont hot dniy: ^;' 
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‘Years of No Decision’ 

THE NUMBER of books which have attempted to tackls the Mid- 
dle Eastern dilemma and to show the various root-causes of the 
present 9talmate are so numerous that we begin to lose track ol 
them. 

Many authors have tried to shed light on one side of this com- 
plicated problem, or another. But no author has undertaken this 
task as ably and as candidly as Muhammad El-Farra in his latest 
book. 'Years of No Decision*. 

El-Farra‘s perception is, after all, different from that of many 
other authors. And what he has to say is not based on second 
hand accounts, but it is the fruit of experience, and the out- 
come of years of direct contact and involvement with inter- 
national diplomacy. 

Mohammad El-Farra served at different decision-making 
posts for the governments of Jordan, Syria and the Arab Lea- 
gue. He studied law and obtained, first an LL.B from Boston Un- 
iversity and finally his J.S.D from the University of Pennsylvania. 
He also worked at the United Nations as a research officer with 
the Syrian delegation. 

He subsequently joined the Foreign Ministry of Jordan and 
became the first Dir ector of Arab Affairs and then Director of the 
Palestine Division. 

El-Farra returned to the United Nations In 1962 as the Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Jordan and was elected Vice- 
President of the UN Economic and Social Concil. He later be- 
came Jordan's Ambassador at the United Nations In 1965. He 
represented Jordan until 1971. presiding over the Security 
Council in 1966 and acting as Vice-President of the General 
Assembly in 1967 and 1969. 

He was also appointed Minister of Information and Ambassa- 
dor to Spain, and is now Under-Secrotnry at the League of Arab 
States' Headquarters In Tunis. 

Years of No Decision' Is not an autobiography in the real 
sense of the word, since tho author does not attempt to oiler a 
chronological record of his life. He focuses his attention, rather, 
on relating his experiences In the United Nations concerning lh« 
Palestine question. The book embodies the experiences of just 
one phase in his life, ond reflects many years of the diaspora 
and unrest which the people of Palestine endured. 

In Chapter Seven entitled, ‘The Massacre of Karameh and US 
Djplomay', the author provides 11 revealing account of US behav- 
iour vis-a-vla the situation In the Middle East where the Arabs 
only get promises and sweet-talk, and Israel gets unlimited ass- 
istance in oil fields. 

In 1969, the then President Nixon visited the United Nations 
and made a major speech to tho General Assembly. Later na 
asked to meet a few delegations from friendly counlries. Joraen 
amongst them. A meeting was later arranged between Pro- 
sident Nixon and the Jordanian delegation which consisted 01 
the late Abdel-Monem Rlfai, then Foreign Minister, the late prime 
minister Abdul Hamid Sharaf, who was Ihon Ihe Jordanian Am- 
, baaeador In Washington, together with El-Farra himself as tne 
permanent Representative of Jordan fo the United Nations. 

During the meeting, Mr Rlfai thanked Mr Nixon for receivjnfl 
the delegation and made It clear that the delegation did not warn 
to go back empty-handed, but was expecting the United l 
to do something positive to end Israel's occupation of the at 
land. . 

Mr Nixon agreed that it was high time for the US 
thing to change Its Image- among the one hundred and n ^ y 
Ion Arabs. He then turned to his Secretary , s ^leoa- 
Rogers, and told him that he did not want the Jordanian 
tlofi'to go back empty-handed this time. 

The following dfty a meeting was arranged between the ■ Jor^ 

. nlan. Foreign Minister and the permanent R0 P resen uLwn fof 
UN and Secretary Rogers. William Rogers, who was Krww ^ js 
• his honesty, and straight ‘■forwardness, spoke to Foreig ^ 
ter Rlfai very dpeniy. He said: "Mr Minister, let us be *p a n 
honest about thls. There Is nothing we can do for you or 
, arranging for you to meet Golds Melrl'’ . |, 

The Foreign Minister could not believe what he had JjfKj 0 m 
w/as a shock to everybody. They had expect 00 did 
Nixon's promise to mean anything but this. Ro 9®[ a, K BnH rion. 
.not want tp beat aboiit the bush and to mislead the deieg ^ 

/ This is lust one out of many such interesting ^ ?i|nW 
examples about the lntrlpate manoeuvring .that goes < 

■ «)rrjdOrs and back alleys of diplomacy. It Is indeed vll I'r terrl 0 f 
tant for all Arabs to acquaint themselves wM™! 8 . sincefl* 
■; bqhaviouf especially In deellrtg With tfie United States. aC . 
1 1 pattern has not Charged at. all throughout the year®; o ^ 
qualrtted with 1 the under-handed pattern ° f „,uanc6uf# f 
Arab pqlltldaria understand -the difficulties they no# P or0 ven 
■-.In; their, attempts to- understand American foreign 
' :*5§ : ^lP‘ lv ir> favour of Arab attitudes and P0 8,ti ^®‘ La 

of _No Ddofslpn 1 published recently in Lo J“^ n the co^’ 
•v Srk by^PI Urilltdd, offers, an intriguing glimpse dow 

^^core pf. lnternatlbnal decjsicjp-mjaking ; 
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Cover up 


THE ACQUITTAL of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir from previous char- 
ges and speculations regarding his role In the beating to death of Palestinian 
youths, who were taken alive by Israel's internal security forces, Shin Bet, after 
hijacking a bus in May 1984, does not come as a surprise to many of us. Israel 
justice works indeed in mysterious ways, although it is clear that behind-the- 
scenes political dealings had brought about this latest outcome. 

outset, and ever since Israeli President Haim Hartzog pardoned the 

was clear thnf tho S 016 ? he was charged or convicted of anything, it 

" twe culpr ' ts wh0 executed this outrageous crime were to be 

h f i 225 1' Si If T ore ,? utr ?9 e ous IS that the Israeli Ministry of Justice and 

suoaested th^ nn nn« a «lL P h ' C k £ hlch * he ministry based its conclusions, 
kZgs of lhe lwo pSlestin^nl ° U9 '^stiga'ion in the cold-blooded 

Palestlrltens S fakm P^ vi0lJS Police reports concluded that the two 

rassmuans, taken alive from the scene of the accident were later hen ten tn 

Who dw y kil?hfi 1 interr ° Qator ®; We are left with one important question: 
from SnimiL h nriof and on whose orders? If justice Is to be served, away 
pressures, then an honest and unbiased probe into the murders 

SiL C Jjf' nly revea the answers. Meanwhile, should we assume that the two 
Palestinians were never killed, or arrested in the first place? 

mu7d h fir t8 A V nH 0f J “® tlce 4 sa yS' ,sra0 li judicature stiil have before It a 

p 880 * Since atl0 , mpts to cover U P the murder have failed, Mr 
Shamir s government Is now trying to cover up the case. But In doina so thev 

fn ' IttatoTmSSJI Lrade 88 ° f autonomous judicial s y st0m ln Israel and turning 


Let’s not forget 


aniv f rsar y of the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan fell on 27 
December, with no signs of a near end to the plight of the Afghani people 

Many things have changed, though, since thousands of Soviet tanka and 

i Sanda °l Red Arm y rolled into ^ 

of that West Asian country In the winter of 1979 The Kremlin inrri* h a f f n 
died and had been replaced by others the last of which la riJnnr K^H ^ ad on ® 
malic and “liberal." at least In Sov ^ieTqiartlrf The 
whose behalf the Soviet intervened to preserve his communis? government haS 
been deposed and the easy ride into Afghanistan by the mighty SeTarm^s 

toe c“ W s^e. aS 8Ver Wl,h th0 MU5,im Muiahld00n conlr ^ lln 9 avast zreZoi 

o ar J -* V W i?'? h touched everything in that primitive country still prevails 
?S| ting shaky economy and limiting the authority of the so-called cen- 

t0 fe Xi k |,o metres outside the capital, Kabul. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees still face the cold of winters and the heat of summers in 
camps on the borders of Pakistan and Afghanistan, while tension between 
Superpowers over the whole issue does not seem to have subsided, 

‘ 'I L S i thi ®l unctur S l ft at we wonder why such a bloody episode of violence 
h^«frl r L 0 ^ nt nU8S '. P °J lt,cal and military gains which the Soviet leadership had 
5 d 2 lost years ago. The war continues to drain Soviet finances 
ta S nRed Arm y, S0ldfBfS and equipment, not to mention its 
■SnSfrin h h ? Bh a , flama / .£ e Mujahideen had aroused religious fervour 
southern peoples of the Soviet Republics.' while creating hostility 
a ?5i2^' Ians in both Pakistan and Iran and. : massing the whole Islamic 

aQaiast -Mosoow a intentions Ip that region of the world. This has bgen an 
sian 8 Arri ° r pan 8 * w h0 Wnefjtted from; such hostilities to emba" 

^ GprNohev was a man who understood 

Sovldl foray Into Afghanistan, 555' 


■ u “ W,,M ,w, . w w* wii uuroacnev s qeciaraton of 

a gradual .withdrawal of hla troops from beleagured Afghanistan The United 
^tates- immediate 1 / picked up the opportunity & discredit” Gorbach^ 

*5® ^incerlty pf his: promises- Today, months after; that promise; 
® nl0r theoIQhth y®sr of Sovjet ^military presenqe Irian 
ov^frigh?^ cPUntry. we are disheartened to find tjie Amwlc&n' Warhjng^i 



US arms to Iran: Why? 


* State Department officials are keeping very, very quiet. 

* White House officials are doing contortions to explain. 

* Middle East Arab moderates are wringing their hands. 


By Dana Adams Schmidt 

Star Washington Correspondent 

THE UNITED States has recently flown at 
least one planeload of vital military supplies 
to Iran — perhaps more. 

This news leaked, not out of Washington, 
out out of Tehran. How and why could such 
a thing happen after the United States had 
implored its allies not to sell the Iranians 
any military things, had bombed Qadhafl 
and broken relations with Syria? 

Here Is the how: The National Security 
Council, or part of It, decided to do this. This 
body (eads a curious yet powerful existence 
on the fringes of the State Department and 
tne Department of Defence because ts 
members are not subject to confirmation by 

ffiLf? na S- T^y are President Reagan. 
Vice-President Bush. Secretary of State 

cWt^ & C ° a W s 8 ey and ' he D ' reCt0r °' ' h8 

The Security Council decided to do it. so 

lactlonft y Jf I b Iu 0 » out - ,n 8 P |te ihe ob- 
ft™? of Mr Shultz and Mr Weinberger. 

ciSl3 nt * 1 °? e tlme - Mr Shultz suc- 
° 00 _ d0d J n , 8 JP ppin 9 the operation, for a 
Bf ? ‘I? 81 il wen * ah eed again. 
TZVr? a , head wl,h his knowledge. 

his Si * n « ly is m not certain. Nor Is 
nis final reaction certain. 

Mr £ e '^ a i , |I ,ust ‘ [ at thia P oi nt. recall that 
Mr Bernard Kalb resigned his post as Assis- 

causA °i f , S ! at9 of Information be- 

Internal opposition to him within Ubya that 
ft ft are H5«8 !Sal 

taHlyl' 8 about . 10 move against him mill- 

t h^Walf a si™^ U !l oum a| Q a^d W WhSe Hl,uJe 


IgMS. 

' WefullWr! ? ih Kall> “^-“f lobked'at it very : 


can standing in the world, to the Arab mod- 
erates' faith in the United States, to the In- 
tegrity of American policy? 

And why has it happened? 

Sources close to the Security Caned 
have said that National Security Adviser 
Vice-Admiral John M Poindexter recruited 
Lt. Colonel Oliver North, a veteran of opera- 
tions on behalf of the ‘contras' of Nicara- 
gua, to puli together the supplies lor Iran 
and to direct the operation, very secretly, 
for three reasons; 

That Iran would agree to stop exporiinfl fun- 
damentalism and revolution In the Gull. 

That negotiations lead to an end to the Iran- 
Iraq war. 

.That Tehran help the United States obtain 
the release of American hostages In Leba- 
non. 

The moat Immediate and urgent of these 
points was clearly the last, and it would ap- 
pear that the first fruits of the deal, nego 1 
tiated by Mr Robert McFarlane, the former se- 
curity adviser, was In fact the release W 
Shl’lte fundamentalists In Lebanon of uw 
American David Jacobsen. It Is 
the Security Council ‘crowd’ — nninus 
Shultz and Weinberger — were dupepjtf 
some clever Ayatollas in Tehran who 
desperately anxious to get those America 
supplies in time for a late, late major olien 
alve. Some White House spokesmen a a 
suggesting as much. 

The only thing I can think of that coujj 
Justify the dispatch ol arms to Tehran wo ( 
be the Americans were led to 
they were dealing with a faction In -the 
ran regime that intended to overthrow, t j 
succeed the Ayatollah Khomeini ann 
bllsh a new policy, more nj°? 8 S fl n nss- 
friendly to the United States. This M - 
ible, This may be the story we wl hear 

But there is another, less savory 
tlon.For the past six years, the Israelis ^ 
lost no opportunity to plant In WaaNfJBjjF 
, the idea that it wouldn’t be so tjJJj iu«' 
Iranians were to succeed In humbllnfl ' i fa J. 
All they .really want, so the story SP?. 
reparations and 6n apology, and tns ^ 
nation of President Husselnt ThenjSj^ 
the west and Iran in the east would PQi% 
ate the Arab, core, meaning: Iraq, syr ^ 
;Saudl Arabia, ; and the Middle Ea 9t c y p lha i 
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By Osaifta El-Sherif 


w. 


m 118 P“'“ . rantres. Coming lo Ihlnk of 
mfsses a national museum 
Hfihistorical heritage, n central 
reach and .-.firs, 

,ijss amusement centre. 

The closes! thing to a zoo was Crown 
• A mW zoo, which in this column some 

2 ago l criticized for its inhuman way of 
fig anna's- But about two years ago 
uZm Municipality opened Prince Ha- 
L' S Birds Garden in Shme.sani to the 
S which oddly enough had in .ts v.c.n- 
J in’addltlon to a. good number of native 
1 topical birds, a family of baboons. 

M that is not my argument. What really 
fthevtens me every time I take my 
daughter to the bird's garden Is he state ol 
pages' Inhabitants. Two ostriches seem 
to have died lor they no longer occupy their 
outers near the entrance. Replacing them 
ya a dock of domestic hens and turkeys. 
But they seem to be coping alright. 

Alter the common pigeon and Australian 
Indies, one comes to a tragic highlight of 
■ M garden. Three magnificent Egyptian vul- 
ves reside, uncomfortably, in an excep- 
, tonally small cage no more than three me- 
tis long, two metres wide and two metres 
Ml This is were my child an I sit to watch 
fase large birds fighting to survive in an 
mironment that Is more hostile than their 
ratural one. Just Imagine that these vul- 
ues which once flew the skies of not only 
Jordan, but the whole of Arabia and Africa, 
as now confined to this open-air casket, 
fa one bird to stretch its wings it would 
fted more than one metre in breadth, not to 
'enlion its foiled attempts at flying. All of 
tee miserable creatures hsve sustained 
juries as a result of colliding with the 
terbed wire which contafnb them. The cage 
s small, unhygienic and overcrowded. 

Moving away from these wrteched crea- 


tures of the sky, one arrives.at other unfor-' 1 
lunate tenants. This time they are South 
Arnencun parrots and paraquets of the trop- 
ics. Senile, mute and trembling from cold, 
their bright colours add little to create a 
semblance of exotic, atmosphere. No arran- • 
gements whatsoever have been taken to 
provide a controlled environment for these 
and other birds of similar origins and cir- 
cumstances. Illiterate caretakers tend these 
birds just like they do for sheep and goats 
and then wonder.why some of the birds die 
or commit suicide. 

Passing by the rabbits' cage with its deep 
trenches and barrows, one finally reaches 
the bereaved and exceptionally small fal- 
cons' “nest”. There the tragedy culminates 
as 'these majestic birds of prey become 
destltues reduced to a state of common 
thiefs and criminals. It Ib not a cage that one 
is viewing but a mere slum. A foul odour 
stings your nostrils metres before you ar- 
rive at the viewing distance of this "prison 
cell" and as you peer Into the dark and 
damp cage, one sees three or four falcons 
(depending on how fast the caretakers can 
replace the dying with the living), sometimes 
a hawk would have the unfortunate fate of 
being incarcerated too. All of these birds 
suffer wing injuries from unsuccessfully at- 
tempting to escape by banging themselves 
against the wires. Again the cage lacks the 
most simple standards of hygiene, nol to 
mention sunlight. 

We have reached the end of our tour and 
for a nature lover like myself I depart with a 
sad heart and in disgust. For the most diffi- 
cult task Is in keeping a live animal in cap- 
tivity without breaking its spirit and subse- 
quently destroying it. The notion of erecting 





a bird zoo is theoritically healthy If the pur- 
pose behind it was to educate the young 
about nature's wealth and diversity, but this 
project, modest as it may seem, involves 
the object of educating adults as well — 
especially those who are entrusted with the 
task of creating and running such a zoo. But 
in our case, neither educating pamphlets, 
nor experienced attendees are there to 
both educate the visitors or to care for the 
residents. The advice of zoologists and na- 
ture experts was obviously not sought. 

The fact is. then. Is that we have not 
created a place where the young can see 
for themselves nature’s wounders, but 
man’s blunders. The project lacks planning, 
socientlflc control of the ecology and bi- 
ology of these living beings and serves as 
an evidence to our Ignorance, and dare I 
say. inhumanity. 

Meanwhile, why not refer the task of 
tending for the birds and redesigning their 
cages, even If it means controlling the envi- 
ronment for the tropical occupants to Jor- 
dan and Yarmouk universities and the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature so 
that specialists can both put their theories 
to some good use and help in saving some 
of the unique end beautiful species found 
on the premises. 

If that is not possible then why not free 
the birds and just keep the grounds as a 
garden for children to play in. The municl 
pality can designate a cage or two to dis 
play stuffed animals for educational pur 
poses. That will save money and save us 
the pains of seeing a fellow member of the 
animal kingdom being mistreated unnecesa 
arily. 
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Sen. Fidel Ramos, tightropewalker 
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By Pam Belluck 

Compass News Features 
WlU Philippines — Armed forces Chief 
*8ff General Fidel V. Ramos took a last 
on his ever-present cigar, rolled' up his 
we and winced as a nurse punctured hla 
J to extract 26 c.c. of blood 

Jjfto 8 haa given blood every three 
JJ® ft* Past 32 yearB, and to the 
. h 5«"° d general It la more than altruism 
i, J^JWk the Ideals he follows In his 
(H’u jo Iropress upon hla men. "As 
Ef W. he * old the hundreds of en- 
<nen he has persuaded to become do- 
aiHrff« are r0a “y discarding some of 
ow 8tyff you havb been keeping In your 
n »nL many "Automatically you 

^i K' ^ , can replace what you've. 

to i2i?« 8I l!! 10thina new ,n tfl0 body Is al- 
?r? ,er th *n something old." 

after, Ramos presided over 
JhLid 1 ? blood-letting — a political 
J^vhe set the stage for President 
niS n ^l u n ?. to Implement a Cabinet re- 
lirisiflr d , 8rd jhg confrontational Defence 
tarn?** ",. Ponce Enr1le flnd others and 
I? JJ * l ™9h start" for her govern- 
' . n me process'. Rnmns AfihlAi/sri . a 
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.at’^Jh 0 .proceas', Ramos achieved a 
Jjyf flea! lo replace what he and a 
J. the aimed forces saw as ineffsb- 
atin& pet8nt ambers of the adml- 
H)°re diligent arid responsible 

^Mil-through 0 eerles of moves cbIqu- 
vJ 9 JpWfit what he says was a 
jJJ Si by merribera Qf Enrile's sedgi 1 - 
• nrMtSr a 5 rip0r Politicians loyal to for- 
Marcos. MOst gov- 
Sn r S^ observers here stilt are 

In l wnetpe;r a coup WAS Imminent. ' . 

Minister Rafael lleto Said 
evidence" of a plot, and ' 
hlDifva?-^ 0 Vldence was a^ Saturday 
inBuS^ 1180 party Attended by more ' 
'cos supporters: Those attend- . 
said afterwards thb "plot' ‘ was 
tjrtwv! a fanciful Idea . tossed . 
bests had left.. If the- plot - 
IpglcaLhype by RarrioB 


General Fidel Ramos 

trained In psychologies! warfare 

d SfS Sba fl de b 3 r To? poltllcal 
stability. , . lir ,_ h 
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— Enrlle needed him to seize power and 
Aquino needed him to retain It. In the weeks 
leading to Enrile's dismissal, Ramos used a 
string of political crises to draw Aquino 
closer to his own policy agenda. 

In late October, he helped temporarily 
close a breach between Aquino and Enrlle, 
presiding over a meeting with other Cabinet 
members after which Aquino announced 
she was considering a peace ta ks deadHne 
with the Communists and would replace 
corrupt and Inefficient local government of- 
ficials. The compromise appMS^Enrile for 

should be removed and who should replace 
them. 

Tod of RamoB's list of private grievances 
was the unwillingness or Inability of civilian 
leaders In the provinces to help the military 
/'rti interact the growing Communist insur- 
aenS^n eady November, iuat before Ajul- 
SS teur-dav Visit to Japan, Ramos helped 
extfnflXha second Enrile effort to break 
with the government. 

According to military sources, members 
ofSios’a staff W ■ «j* 

ad B W 6 aileg T e h d e jM «fS" 

te «p j^TKsasss 

S % r^ef^r—r 

ffi ?, t§^uino b callfno!« 0 onJX 
for the immediate", removal of certain min 

^ITreturn foTthTa co-operation, Aquino 

tmm. 
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Africa: 

What prospects 
in 1987? 

THOUSANDS OF children under 16 
are Incarcerated In South Africa under 
the so-called emergency statutes. In 
the Central African Republic, ex- 
emperor Bokaeea Is shamefully an- 
swering for the misdeeds of his era. 
Chadian forces are locked In armed 
combat with the Libyan army forces. 


government of President Kenneth 
Kaunda. Totalitarian regimes still ex- 
ist In a number of countries. Drought 
and famine have refused to leave ths 
continent alone. 

These and others, point graphically 
at the clouds of dismay which 
haunted the African continent throu- 
ghout 1986. Not very auspicious, Is 
It? 1986 has fast disappeared around 
the corner, and most Africans steac- 
fastedly wlBh the year could be swept 
away together with its numerous 
problems. But, It seems likely — un- 
less drastic measures are formulated 
— that the continent Is going to con- 
tinue grappling with economic stag- 
nation, over-population. Indebtedness 
and mismanagement of resources. 

Africa’s foremost resolution for the 
new year is still going to be the need 
for a drastic Improvement In food- 
production. No longer can the present 
feeble methods ol subsistence farm- 
ing suffice. There is the need to make 
African farmers conversant with the 
vast improvement In agricultural 
technology. The recent drought and 
Its subsequent bona-chllHng famine, 


ought to serve as a lesson to African 
leaders. 

ThlB was amply evident InPrlme 
Minister of Zimbabwe, Mr Robert Mu- 
gabe’s statement, our failure to ac- 
cord agriculture its free role and sig- 
nificance has Introduced serious dis- 
tortions In the direction, momentum 
and Impact of Africa s over all 

Bocio-economlc programme, In addi- 
tion to contributing to lie food and 
debt crises’. Surely, with only a Jew 
countries allocating Just more than 
10 per cent of their annual budget to 
farming, Africa needs to wake up. 

Endowed with good, warm weather, 
abundant fertile land and rnany rlvere, 
many have wondered why African 
nations have beep unable lo match 
roductlon with a big leap In po- 


kes been to blame everything on the 
old colonial powers and unfair mar- 
ket forces.’ But most citizens are no 
longer going to buy this brand of rhe- 
torics. After more than a decade of 
Belf-rule, African leaders have to «j* 
cabt the herd truth; most of their 
problems are setf-lnfllcled. O courae, 
the Imperial powers, do not Altoge- 
ther have clean hands with regard to 
Africa’s present predicament. It is ab- 
surd to encourage the production of 
raw-materials for export only to offer 
abysmally low prices for them on the 
world market. ■■ 

Aid, In whatever form, yriN 
to pour Into Africa. But reactionist 
recent development conferences 
have proved that donor countries are 
blcomfnflweary of th. whote «w»- 
Isa. Just jlke everybody r^plse, _ Africans 

stl' 









e East Press Review 


The Iran-lraq war 

The Egyptian newspaper Al-Gomhourjya 
writes that Iran launched its latest offensive 
on Iraq to prove to the world before the new 
year, that it welcomes war and shuns 
peace. 

"The continuation of this illogical war in 
such bloody and devastating way asserts 
anew that the destiny of the region will re- 
main a toy to be tampered with by major 
powers seeking to acquire its riches and 
tighten their strategic control over it." 

The Egyptian newspaper adds: Iran is 
helping these powers achieve their goals by 
its insistence on continuing the war which 
has absorbed the Iranian people's resour- 
ces and diBSpated its strength. 

Al-Gomhorlya concludes by expressing 
the view that the war will go ahead unless 
Iran shows respect tor the Iraqi people's 
free choice and will. The people of Iraq, it 
explains, has elected its leadership and no 
foreign power has the right to intervene in 
this Issue, either through peace or war. 

. Al Itlihad newspaper of Abu Dhabi voices 
out deep concern over the new escalation In - 
the conflict prior to the Islamic Bummit con- 
ference whlgh will soon be held in Kuwait. It 
says the fldre up makes the raising of the 
Issue before the summit more persistent — 
specially as failure to reach a solution at the 
summit will certainly Jeopordlze the future of 
such meetings. 

. ' The paper calls for the revival of Ihe Isla- 
mic mediation efforts and for the declara- 
tion of a truce during the summit, a demand 
which Is not hard to achieve -and one that 
could pave the way for a final settlement. 

Ai-Bayanr another Abu Dhabi newspaper 
writes that the escalation means nothing 
but moons the loss of thousands of young 
men. added to those who fell dead on the 
battlefield in previous hostilities. 

The paper asks: were the previous human 
Wave attacks not enough to convince the • 
people in charge that the major powers who 
monopolize arms trade are keen to see the 
war continue and ensure that one will em- 
erge victorious? Those responsible must 
also realize that Israel would never provide 
a party with weapons unless such step ser- 
ves its aggressive expansionist designs. 

"Why all this lavlahness in offering tens 
of thousands of Muslims to the 'war God' 
with no equal lavishness for the liberation of 
MuBl|m holy shrines from the Israeli occupa- 
tion?", the paper asks. 

On the forthcoming Islamic summit, Al- 
'Wljda newspaper, also of Abu Dhabi, urges 
concerted efforts to restore Arab and Isla- 
mic unity, and warns that the aggravating 
problems Tn Muslim countries and serious 
armed conflicts among Islaml states pose 
the threat of ultimate collapse if they remain 
unresolved. The future of the. Nation wilt-, 
thus be bleak and threatend by loss and 
fragmentation. 

The paper goes on to say that a prer- 
equisite for the achievement of Islamic unity 
Is the finding of a solution to the Iran-lraq 
wat which, has severely weakened and torn 
the MusBm World. 

The Qatari weiekry newspaparAI-lirouba 
slrdsdea the need lor clearing the Arab at- 
mosphare before the' convening of the Isla- 
mic summit and expresses the tape that an 
,;Arab summit; cOUId be held during’ the ga- 
. theririg of Muslim leaders Ip' Kuwait. . 

‘ An opportunity will be "available In Kuwait 
-for,, thq holding of an' Arab summit as most 
Arab leaders. — , If not all of them will be 
■present for the meeting/', writes paper, 

It; Commends Jordan's movds prior' to, the 
■' holding of the Islamfo summit whlphi were 
represented by King Hussein's visits to 
■.Saudi Arabia • and Kuwait where he dfs- 
cussdd-'wllh. - the,, two countries' leaders, 

• .-Arab affairs and. The wai* between' Iraq and 
Iran!;; . .<■/ • -.-j. ,r;- 

A) jftayeir a j Qatari .dally newspaper,'. Says 
1 .thal The ;'current disputes among Muslims 
: states: rtiuat not obstruct thetr, co-operation; 



and constructive attitudes which prevailed 
at the Arab foreign ministers meeting In Tu- 
nis where Ihe fighting between 
Palestinians and Amal militiamen in Lebanon 
was debated. It says the outcome of the 
meeting would count rlbute immense efforts 
towards restoring Arab solidarity and the 
mobilization of Arab potentials. 

The paper also pays tribute to the stand 
adopted by the PLO representative at the 
meeting which reflected understanding of 
the seriousness of the current phase and 
keenness to preserve and respect Leba- 
non's sovereignty and national indepen- 
dence. 

The Palestinian stand, the paper noteB, 
represents an objective which seeks to 
maintain Lebanon’s independence and Arab 
Identity through willingness to negotiate 
with the legal Lebanese authorities the 
question of organizing the Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon and means of safe- 
guarding Palestinian refugee camps. 

Ad-Du stour newspaper warns that Leba- 
non appears to have entered the most ha- 
zardous phase In Its modern history, spe- 
cially alter that small Arab country began to 
suffer from severe and deteriorating eco- 
nomic conditions which add to the country’s 
security, political and social agonies. It says 
that the most serious problem faalng the 
Lebanese Is perhaps the absence of an ef- 
fective central authority which can tackle 
the crises which now underlines the final tie 
linking the rival factions; meaning the Le- 
banese currency. 

"There Is no doubl that war lords and mi- 
litia leaders are responsible in the first place 
for the disaster, and any claims concerning 
external intervention would not drop the re- 
sponsibility of destroying Lebanon by those 
warring leaders," Ad-Dustour asserts. 

It concludes by calling on these leaders to 
realize the enormity, of their country's plight 
and open an avenue of hope for the(r belea- 
guerd compatriots. 

■ AI-Ra'I newspaper remarks that another 
Christmas passed with our region stilt ex- 
posed to grave danger for lack of. action by 
world governments to reinstate justice. It 
.says wishes alone cannot make peace. "It 
Is ironic l ^ee Shamir and Peres, who head 
Israel's co. *»lon government, /expressing 
their wishes for Middle- East peace while at 
the same lime pursuing a rughless drive at 
Palestinians In the occupied territory and 
perpetuating Israel's occupation of Arab 
land," AI-Ra’I writes. 
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Israeli Press 


Hadashot paper writes: Scores of Israe- 
lis staged a demonstration In front of Sha- 
mir's office in Jerusalem demanding the es? 
tablishment of a committee for investigating 
the barbaric practices the Israeli soldiers 
carry out against the Arabs particularly at 
Ansar II prison which was recently built in 
the southern part of Gaza. Israeli papers 
have published a number of interviews and 
statements made by Arab citizens who 
were released from that centre. Their 
statements show that the Israeli soldiers at 
that prison perpetrated inhuman and out- 
rageous acts of torture against them; which 
according to the paper, are critical viola- 
tions of the Israeli law. This also proves, the 
paper goes on. that the Israeli army has 
reached the lowest level of disorder and 
corruption. 

"We join our voices to those who demon- 
strated before the premier's office and fer- 
vently demand that a committee be 
promptly formed to probe all the crimes 
committed at that centre, and we also de- 
mand that those behind them should be re- 
primanded. the paper concludes. 

Al Hamlahmar writes: Two years ago, a 
terrorist Jewish organization was discov- 
ered in Israel planning to blow up the Aqsa 
Mosque and commit criminal acta of sabot- 
age against the Arab citizens. Israeli police 
caught the members of that organization 
who admitted that they had engaged in 
number of sabotage, operations against 
Arab properties. However, when they were 
sent jn for trial, they received very mild sen- 
tences and President Hertzog has even 
granted pardons to many of them. • 

Nowadays, the paper points out, news of 
a fresh terrorist Jewish organization is 
spreading throughout the country. This or- 
ganization has been blamed for the latest 
acts of violence and aggression carried 
against the Arab Inhabitants in old Jer- 
usalem. •- 

The Israeli security authorities, the. paper 
concludes, are requested to step In and de- 
ter those fanatic Jews whose practices will 
Just add fuel to the blazing fire In the occu- 
pied territories. 

Kol.Haer writes: Minister of State Elzer 
Welsman has called on the government to 
step up. ite efforts in order to boost the 
peace march In the region. He also urged 



the government to offer the nec BMa 
concessions so that a just anri d* 
peace wilt be easy to establfsh u if 
Weisman slated that the NatioflanS 
Government failed to push the UMy 
process forward due to the stubborE 6 ** 
stiff attitudes of its leaders DDornan <l 

We believe, the paper comment. * 
Welsman's statements are coTpto ^ 
because the present Israeli gwiSfi 
does nothing to encourage the D JJ! 
process despite the abundant and retE 
statements made by Shamir, PereS S 
other Officials. The just peace can onl,h 
achieved by honest, sincere, and saii! 
deeds and intentions and not bv sZ 
statements If the Israeli governmen t 
the honest intentions and aspirations S 
peace, It should agree to go In for an int? 
national peace confernce and offer the re. 
qulsite concessions. Without these ih* 
paper concludes, peace is vary unllkaiv in 
b.e established In the region. V W 

Al Nahar Arabic newspaper writes: The 
Christmas occasion came as another sym- 
bol for the melancholy and despair that has 
enshrouded the Arab citizens under occu- 
pation. The multi-coloured flash lights and 
decorations were unable to reflect any feel- 
ing of joy for Christmas, and even the 
church bells were just releasing the tones 
of sadness rather than calling the believers 
for prayers. 

The paper asks: How long will we celebr- 
ate our. feasts while we are under occupa- 
tion? And when will the belle ol freedom 
toll? 

The mayor of Bethlehem spoke in front of 
Shamir about his ambitions of peace in 
which Palestinians are given their full legiti- 
mate rights. Yet, Shamir's reply was disap- 
pointing because peace, according to him, 
was bestowed to Christians In 'Israel's land 
and that this minority can freely practise its 
religious rituals In Israel. He added that ha • 
is ready to participate In the Christmas cel- 
ebrations in front of the television cameras. 

In political language, the paper comments, 
this is called "the dialogue of the deal,' be- 
cause peace is not made up of mere cour- 
tesy and complimentary statements Real 
peace means that the Palestinians should 
be given their legitimate rights. II also 
means that Israel should recognize the 
Palestinians as a crucial element ol Hw 
Arab-lsraeli conflict and do away w 
empty and false statements. 

Al Quds Arabic paper writes: The^Chii- 
tlan world recently celebrated Chna mas 
which carries In Its folds all symbols ollwa , 
peace, and fraternity. And as the cnurcnw 
bells filled the sky with their tolls, and as 
prayers were held massively throughoutine 
world, there were new hopes for a paacwfl 
year free of the evils which still threaten we 
whole of humanity. 

The whole world, except wra. ^ 
Christmas carols which al rfi38 , h 
"Glory to God In the highest, and orr wm. 
peace, goodwill. towardB man. Howe™, 
the paper comments, In our land wntcn 
always been a birth place for prophet “ ( 
messengers of peace, the Indlgffnoj^P®^ • 
constantly suffer from oceupalton. 
nomlc straits, and collusions made by 
and distant parties. All the^propj,^' 88 ^ 
principles of love and justice jhtoh 
preached by Jesus Christ have disapP®*" 
from earth. . j 

The paper concludes: Despair 

veterate and deep within 0V0 7 tarfatctted 
of having a just paace .wh ch is faM^ 
never be obtained while Israel d&n 
Palestinians their full legitimate r ignis. 

Haaretz writes: When Mr Yitzhak ^ 
took charge of the defence min 
the establishment of. the c0 ^^ s Kelr 
ment,. many Arab citizens exp[° h0 will re* 
-fear and anxiety In expecting ■ tW 
sort to the "iron fist" policy In the cxw- 



Views vary on 1 987 Budget 


By Pam Dougherty 

; special to The Star j 

! lllOJ Jordan's 1987 budget, | 
ffevlr to the JD 1 bill- 
nMTk has received a mixed re- 
«h B nrjvate sector, 
favour of Ms mildly 
Snary trend, but some call- 
Sr a balanced budget and a 
down ol government in- 
•jjnce on the economy. 

Minister of Finance Dr Hanna 
Odeh sums up the major economic 
,imof Ihe government for the 
coming year aa promoting exports, 
Jng more lobs and boosting 
oal production while keeping a 
check on expenses and 
' 5-eloplng local revenues. Despite 
nwlsh to restrict expenditure. 
\-twer, spending on develop- 
■n is budgeted to rise by 20 per 
Mover the 1986 figure, going 
I'm JD 359 million to JD 433.6 
r'w. 

Host observers are satisfied to 
m ihe government taking the 
ed in encouraging economic ac- 
tf/and feel that a deficit of JD 
StmllKon, a rise of JD 1.6 million 
y ii\ years figure, is within ac- 
FftWe bounds. 

fenkol Jordan Deputy General 
tVager Dr Michel Marto Is a dis- 
cing voice when he says "I 
tid have liked to see at least a 
Winced budget" Overall Dr 
Vzto would like a much reduced 
if.smment role in economic ac- 
I'iy so that the private Bector 
3 become the agent for eco- 
~*c growth and development. 

't behoves the assessment of 
projects should be rigorous 
yd if the private sector does not 
insider a scheme viable the gov- 
^ment should not tackle It either, 
•ihould also move out of such 
as food processing; sales 
hotels which are not a govern- 
concern says Dr Marto. 

fanomtat Fahed Fanek says 
the growth in capital expendl- 
:? that the public sector 
to grow faster than 
the economy and drop 
consumption resulting 
r0 ceaslon will 

■! ivntrioH k>. . . 
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Dr Hannah Odeh 

There are also no indications 
that the full amount of Arab aid 
pledged for the year will be forth- 
coming. Foreign aid for 1986 was 
set at JD 253 million while actual 
receipts are estimated at only JD 
150 million. The government has 
received a JD 90 million 'windfall' 
in 1986 from the sharp decline in 
world commodity and food prices, 
particularly those for oil and grains 
and sugar. The government has 
continued to sell them at the old 
prices and what was originally a 
consumption subsidy has now 
been converted into a consump- 
tion tax which should be sustained 
throughout 1987. 

Mr Jardaneh sees a possible 
danger In this, as, although the cut 
In world oil prices is now providing 
the government with a source of 
revenue, this makes the public 
sector even more dependent on 
external factors. He believes the 
government should now be trying 
to diversify Its sources of Income 


in order to "contain any rep- 
ercussions from a future increase 
in the price of oil." 

Prospects are good for a conti- 
nuing improvement In the trade 
balance throughout 1987, (1986 
saw imports decline by 18.5 per 
cent, while exports declined by 
13.5 per cent). The government 
has been active in promoting bi- 
lateral trade agreements and en- 
couraging counter trade arran- 
gements which have strengthened 
economic ties particularly with 
countries east of Suez and these 
should be particularly helpful in 
expanding mineral exports. An 
$800 million trade agreement 
signed with Iraq in early Deccem- 
ber also looks impressive though 
the 1986 figures fall far short of 
their, target of $750 million. 

Good early winter rains and new 
production from Irrigated grain 
growing areas In southern and 
eastern Jordan should provide 
some relief on the government s 
food Import bill which has risen to 
around $400 million per year in 
recent years. Fruit and vegetable 
qrowers are already responding 
well to a 50 per cent cut In air 
freight rates for fresh produce ex- 
ports and sales to Europe offer 
particularly good prospects. 

The government will be going 
ahead with its privatization moves 
and Royal Jordanian is set to be 
the first institution to actually 
moke the change with planB al- 
ready announced for sale of 40 
per cent of its shares In 1987 Dr 
Odeh also plans to re-organize 
money lending Institutions in Jor- 
dan with the purpose, he says, of 
"Increasing their role in finance 
operations and Increasing the 
margin of co-operation with banks 
In Jordan." 



territories. ^ 

They were actually right r ^ that 
because Rabin, since his first day . ^ 
seqt, started applying that toughs ^ 
policy against the people In me w g ^ 
and Gaza strip. The lara ? l ‘ aU JJmpaign8 f 
so far launched massive g* 
detention, destruction of ^ 

slop - of scorea ol Arab fl c ^ a 0 n f >r# 
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• TENDER NO 87/86. Supply of envelops for the Royal 
Jordanian. Tender documents are available at the Royal 
Jordanian Offices for JD 2. Closing date: 4 January 1987. 

• TENDER NO 88/86. Supply of clothes for shirts for the 
Royal Jordanian. Tender documents are available at the 
Royal Jordanian offices for JD 5, Closing date: 4 January 
1987. 

• TENDER NO 89/86. Supply of cables for the Royal Jor- 
danian. Tender documuments are available at the Royal 
Jordanian offices for JD 2. Closing date: 4 January 1987. 

e TENDER NO 74/86. Supply of a microcomputer for the 
Yarmouk University. Tender documents are available at the 
University. Closing date: 10 January 1987. 

• TENDER NO 90/86. Supply of chemical materials for the 
Water Authority. Tender documents are available at the 
authority for JD 10. Closing date: 10 January 1987. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF the main building of Al Khanasrl Vill- 
age Council. Tender documents are available at Al Mafraq 
Governorate Commission for JD 10. Closing date: 3 Janu- 
ary 1987. 

e OPENING and paving ol roads for Abu Bans and Shal- 
tham village council - Tafllah governorate. Tende ^do- 
cuments are available at the village council for JD 10. Clos- 
ing date: 7 January 1987. 

i • • 

e PAINTING and maintenance of the main bul'dlng ^ Tha 
Puhiir PassDorts Directorate In Amman. Tender documents 
are avaSbto at the directorate.. Closing date: 3 January 
1987. 

e a e 

. SUPPLY of a dumper truck for A! Ramah village council. 
Tender documents are available at the village council for JD 
10. Closing date 5 January 1987. 
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Indonesia calls on South 
Korea to lower import tariffs 

SEOUL (OPECNA) — Indonesia's junior minister for domestic 
products, Glnanjar Kartasasmita, has called on South Korea 
to help his country's non-oil export drive by lowering tariffs 
on Indonesian non-olt goods. 

At a meeting here with South Korean Trade and Industry 
Minister Rha Woong-Bae, Glnanjar, who 1 b also the head of 
the investment Co-ordinating agency, asked South Korea to 
step up Its Investments In Indonesia. 

In return, Rha asked Indonesia to remove import restric- 
tions on South Korean-made products, including cotton yarn 
jnd textiles, to help reduce Its trade deficit with Indonesia. 

Iraq praised for its industrial 
performance 

BAGHDAD (OPECNA) — Iraq haB been praised for Its pro- 
grammed industrial development which had helped It achieve 
'tremendous changes' In terms of economic growth, enabling 
It to overtake other countries in the region. 

The remarks were made by Dr Abdullah Al-Moajfl, Secretary 
General of tha Gulf Organization for Industrial Consulting 
(GOIC), who told a symposium of Arab economists that Iraq 
had relied for Its industrial development on Its own resources 
and manpower, making use of its accumulated technological 
experience. 

He noted that in a number of gulf countries, industrial 
development projects had run into numerous problems, desp- 
ite the huge investments made in bringing them onstream. 

Oman boosts non-oil sectors 

DOHA (OPECNA) — Omani Oil Minister Saeed Ahmad Al- 
Shanfari that his country had ‘greatly improved' tha perfor- 
mance of Its agricultural and fisheries sectors as part of ef- 
forts to reduce Its dependence on oil. 

In an Interview In the Qatari weekly Al-Ahd, he said Oman 
was also Intensifying efforts to explore and develop Its min- 
eral reserves, noting that about 1,600 tonnes of copper was 
elroady being exported annually. H 

The minister said that since 1972, Oman had been pursu- 
ing a policy of diversifying its aourcea of Income, stressing 
that oil exporting countries must seek economic alternatives 
to petroleum to guarantee their future stability. 

Development of such alternatives should not be limited to 
efforts launched by the state, but should Involve all citizens. 
Al-Shanfarl added. 

Changes for Tanzania 

a IDA la lending $60 million and tha Africa Facility Is lend- 
ing $46.2 million to Tanzania for a multisector credit, which 


S >rtB thi government b Economic Recovery Programme 
■ *PfJ s 8ft World Bank affiliate for concessional land- 
ed the Africa Facility, a three-year fund that supports 
far-reaching economic reform In sub-Saharan Africa, la ad- 
ministered by IDA. 


far-reachln 


The ERP alma at providing comprehensive policy reform 
to enable Tanzania to reverse the deterioration of Its eco- 
nomy In such areas as exchange rates, public expenditures, 
agricultural marketing and producer prices, Industrial res- 
tructuring, and transport sector efficiency. The credit will 
help Inoreasa output in agriculture, particularly export 
crops, through the Improvement In agricultural Incentives, 
the reduction of supply bottlenecks and Improvements In 
the efficiency of the marketing organizations and the trans- 
port sector. It will also begin a process for the restructuring 
of the Industrial Bector. (World Bank News) 

Zambia grows more coffee 

anr \ ua J coffa ® Production will be Increased sla- 
Sr^‘t o/*20^ m°imon pr ° J “‘ ,DA " * upp0,tln S wlth 8 

™JP r °J ec ]* second of this type IDA la supporting In 

rffr f S b L a «H C< 51f® ntrat ? B . °, n coff8 ° development by small hol- 
ders and commercial farmers. To be Implemented over 

fhmunh IS? « P r °J«* la Providing credit to farmers 
n * V 10 ^ 8 rclal banking system for aata- 
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Oil exploration in Jordan: 
prospects are bright 


By Ibtlsam Dababneh 
Special to The Star 

"THE NATURAL Resources Au- 
thority (NRA) had allocated JD 9 
million of its budget for the year 
1987 to carry out a national oil ex- 
ploration project says Engineer 
Kamal Jlresat, general director of 
the NRA. In an Interview with The 
Star Eng. Jlresat painted out that 
the exploration agreements signed 
recently with the two American 
companies Amoco and Hunt has 
several positive features and op- 
timistic signs, if compared with 
previous concessions granted to 
foreign companies between 
1947-1978. Previous exploration 
works had proved that the 16 
wells drilled by foreign companies 
did not test to the full Jordan's 
crude oil potentials. However, the 
present explorations will enhance 
drilling processes In a relatively 
short time with minimum risk. 

Eng. Jlresat stated that Jordan 
is totally dependent on imported 
energy (oil). "It Is our duty and aim 
as a national institution to provide 
this energy." He added that the 
Kingdom is likely to make any 
small oil or gas discovery com- 
ercially viable. "So far, the 
concession agreements offered 
allows the early recovery of explo- 
rations and production costs." 

The Amoco, a well-known inter- 
national oil company, Is now pro- 
ducing around 450,000 barrels a 


day from the Suez Gulf. In Jordan, 
this company, under the agreeme- 
not has been granted an exclusive 
right to conduct petroleum explo- 
rations. Currently, it Is exploring 
for oil in Azraq, Ghor and Dead 
Sea areas. The other company, 
Hunt, is working on a total area of 
8800 sq.m in El-Jafer area ex- 
tending to Saudi borders. 

One new aspect involved in the 
two agreements is the issue of oil 
exploration committee which Is to 
be formed. The head of this com- 
mittee, will be a Jordanian. The 
agreement also stated that a Jor- 
danian company consisting of 
eight board members will be esta- 
blished according to the Jordanian 
company laws and regulations. 

Other features In the agreement 
Includes the NRA's supervision of 
the exploration operations. In ad- 
dition, the contractor will have to 
bear all costs and expenses re- 
quired in carrying out operations. 
Furthermore, the two companies 
are obliged, under the agree- 
ments, to make use of Jordanian 
experts with the technical know 
how as well as software program- 
mes essential in this field Eng. 
Jiresat pointed that the two com- 
panies wilt allocate a yearly 
amount of money specially for 
academic and on-job training to 
upgrade the capabilities of local 
experts. 

However, the Amoco and Hunt 
companies are solely responsible 


for all risks, during the exnw* 
period which may U be exfefe 1 

seven years conBiZg S 

phase and up to two bmW 1 ® 
additional phases. 

Eng Jiresat emphasized ik* 
here is no direct or clear li£ 
that can pinpoint which Ej 
have oil. Oil exploration p/iS 

E C °,T P f ely dlf,Br0nt - 

"ft 8l8ctrlc or water proto* 
which have certain period iR 
plementation, there is no C 
work programmes to carry out a 
oil explorations. They can mil 
justed at time when needed." 

Early exploration operations 
conducted by the NRA, stowed 
that a large number of Jordan 
lands were classified as lands ««i 
low and weak oil prospects, ixj 
after foreign experts had conduci 
ed the required studies, me» 
lands proved to possess high w 
potentials. 

Speaking about other map 
projects being carriad out by tfc 
NRA, Eng. Jiresat said that stu- 
dies are still going on concerning 
the oil shale project. "There hi 
strong signs which prove the suc- 
cess of this project." Hs added 
that Jordan is very rich of ol 
shale. Large quantities were <fs- 
covered at the El-Lajjun, an easy 
area for mining. Production fl 
50,000 tonnes of oil shale a day 
from this area Is expected. The to- 
tal proven reserves of the Lejju 
area is estimated at about lie* 
ion tonnes. 
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Celebrate the New Year dif- 
ferently this time at Al-Rababa - 
Marcus Band playing your favo- 
rites through the break of 1987. 
Lots of prizes and surprises for all. 
Win a door prize of two return tick- 
ets to London, h champagne toast at 
midnight, a special hors d’oeuvres 
and much more. 

Join us at Al-Rababa for a differ- 
ent taste of the New Year. 

For couples only. 

JD 15.00perperson. / 


For further information please 
contact 660100 ext. 2055. 
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By Ahmed Shaker 

jjf r”m.l a n 

agreement with the 
Arab Bank Limited. The 
loan will be paid back 

n Instalments covered by 
, syndicated loan to be 
taken from a group of to- 
cal banka. 

* • • 

. jordanlan-French talks 

are to be held In Paris 
next February. It Is aimed 
at encouraging the eco- 
nomic co-operation be- 
tween the two countries 
Including a French loan to 
finance a number of 
five-year plan projects In 
the Kingdom. 

• * a 

• The total revenues of 
the Ports . Corporation, 
transit services fees, and 
the Radio and Television 
In 1966, amounted to JD 
90 million. 

* « • 

• The value of additional 
taxes, real estate sale, 
and departure fees In 
1986, has totalled JD 29 
million; a four per cent In- 
crease compared to the 
figures of 1985. 

• * * 

i The value of income 
taxes In 1986 amounted 
to JD 50 million; a drop of 
eight per cent .compared 
to that of 1985. 

* * # 

• Local currency flow 
during the first half of 
1966 was JD 2,008 mill- 
ion; a 7.1 per cent in- 
crease compared to the 
figures by end of 1985. 

* * • 

• Prices continued to fall 
' n 1986, and the latest 
studies show that the In- 
flation rate will drop to 
one per cent. The main 
reason for this drop Is 
ascribed to the stable 
prices of consumer com- 
modities. 
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Egypt’s El Dikheila Steelworks 


AMMAN (Star) — The opening ol F 
Egypt's new integrated steelworks e 
at El DiKheil.i recently was marked c 
with ceremony attended by Egyp- 
tian President Mubarak and gov- c 
ernmenl. business and industry € 
leaders from Egypt and Japan. c 

The steelworks was constructe- c 
d by Alexandria National Iron & r ' 
Steel Co. S.A.E. (ANSDK), and J 
Egyptian-Jnpanose joint venture. 11 
Japanese guests at the opening 
included NKK President Yoshinari s 
Yamashiro, executive Vice Pre- p 
sident Sachio Hatori. and senior q 
executives from Kobe Steel and c 
Toyo Menko. The three companies s 
have a combined 10 per cent hold- 
ing In the joint venture. — 

Prior to the opening of the steel- 
works. a direct reduction (DR) 
plant with an annual sponge iron 
production capacity of 716,000 
tonnes was put into operation on 
26 November. The plant was sup- 
plied by Kobe Steel and Toyo 
Menka. 

The commissioning of the DR 
plant followed the start-up of a 
steelmaking plant in May and a 
steel bar mill In July. The 840,000 
tonne-per-year steelmaking plant 
was supplied jointly by NKK, Kobe 
Steel and Toyo Menka. It has four 
70-tonne electric arc furnaces and 
three four-strant continuous cast- 
ers. The 425,000 tonne-per-year 
bar mill was supplied by NKK and 
Toyo Menka. Both facilities have 
been operating smoothly, and sch- 
eduled production targets are be- 
ing met. 

The opening of a 320,000 
tonne-per-year wire rod mill, ex- I 
peeled in April of 1987, will mark 
the completion of the first-phase 
of the construction of the steel- 
-works. 

ANSDK, capitalized at US $240 
million, was established in Sep- 
tember 1981 following the conclu- 
sion of an agreement between the 
Egyptian government and the Ja- 
panese consortium on the El Dik- 
heila steelworks project. Eleven 
Egyptian companies hold 87 per 
cent of the equity, the Japanese 
consortium, led by NKK, hold 10 
per cent, while the International 
Finance Corporation has the re- 
maining three per cent. 

The stoelworks project, which 
represents a total investment of a. 
bout US $800 million on a planned 
basis, Is Egypt's top-priority 
national economic development 



Participants of Intsrmarkets workshop 


(Star) — Intermarkets, the Middle East leading adver- 
SrS. a 9 ency network, held an advanced workshop for some ot 
wool! * servicing executives at the Dubai Remade Hotel last 
t P el8aates from Intsrmarkets' offices In Jordan ^ Fouad 
fSJf 1 Latlf, Saudi Arabia — William Maltha, . Ramz Raad, 
JteMkS'u Mackollan, Kuwait, Nayef Jarjoura, UAE 
Ghossoub, Alice Wood Ford, Bahrain, Trevor 
K London r- lmad Kublawi.ail participated In this workshop 

® mark?* the b6fllnnln0 of the new trainln0 progra f 
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project, and a symbol of Japanes- 
e-Egyptian economic and techni- 
cal cooperation. 

The steelworks was constructe- 
d at El Dikheila on the Medit- 
erranean coast, some 10 km west 
of Alexandria. It utilizes the abun- 
dant natural gas resources of the 
nearby Abu Qir gas field for the 
direct reduction of iron pellets and 
Iron ore into sponge iron. 

To enable a stable domestic 
supply of steel bar products, a 
planned project expansion pro- 
gramme will increase annual pro- 
duction capacity at the works by 
some 50 per cent. 
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New Integrated steel works 
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Statistics show that the use 
of seat belts in cars and 
light commercial vehicles 
reduces the chance of 
death and injury to drivers 
and front seat passengers 
by up to 25%. 


This advertisement was published as a public service by 
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THE STAR OF THE ORIENTAL DANCE 

Nadiajamal 

AND HER GROUP OF 22 ARTISTS 
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EURODEPOSIT RATES 


Currencies 

Period 

1 M 

2 M 

3 M 
6 M 
9 M 
12 M 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

5 Years 


6 1/2 
6 1/4 

6 3/16 
6 1/8 
6 1/8 
6 1/8 
6 1/2 

7 

7 1/2 
7 5/8 


SF 

D FIs 

Yen 

Sterling 

Pound 

3 7/8 

6 3/8 

4 1/2 

11 1/8 

3 15/16 

6 1/8 

4 1/4 

11 3/16 

3 15/16 

6 1/16 

4 1/4 

11 1/4 

3 15/16 

5 7/8 

4 1/4 

1113/16 

3 15/16 

5 7/8 

4 1/4 

11 3/16 

3 15/16 

5 7/8 

4 1/4 

11 3/16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 


4 13/16 9 1/4 
4 13/16 9 3/4 
4 13/16 9 3/4 
4 13/16 9 1/4 
4 13/16 8 3/4 
4 13/16 8 3/4 

4 7/B — 

5 1/4 — 

5 1/2 — 

5 11/16 — 


Source: Finance and Credit Corporation 


GOLD 
IN JORDAN 

AMMAN (Star) — Prices on 
Tuesday 30 December 1966 
were ns follows - 

18 ct.. JD 3.350 per gramme 
21 ct.. JD 3.900 per gramme 
24 ct.. JD 4.650 per gramme 
One kilogramme (9999) JD 
4.450.000 

Ounce.... JD 144.500 
Gold Sterling.... JD 32.500 
(Central Bank) 

Rashadi Pound.... JD 28.500 
(Seven grammes) 


Source: Yousif Abu Sara, 
Jewellers, Amman. 


EXCHANGE RATES 



buy 

sell 

US dollar 

.3500 

3525 

Sterling pound 

.505 

.515 

German mark 

.178 

.180 

French franc 

.053 

.054 

Swiss franc 

.210 

.215 

Dutch guilder 

.155 

.160 

Italian lire (1000) 

.250 

.260 

Swedish kroner 

.048 

.049 

Saudi riyal 

.093 

.094 

Kuwaiti dfiiar 

119.000 

120.000 

UAE dirham 

.095 

.096 

Egyptian pound 

.185 

.190 

Syrian lira 

.0140 

.0145 

Iraqi dinar 

.255 

.265 

Omani riyai 

.910 

.920 

Source: National Jordan Exchange Company 


Dollar steadies, gold down 

LONDON (AP) — - The US dollar steadied on European 
markets Tuesday as dealers rushed to purchase the 
weakened currency at bargain prices. Gold was 
slightly down. 

Analysts said the dollar's plunge of recent days, in- 
cluding a six-year low against the West German mark 
sparked a scramble for dollars which banks were 
hard- pressed to meet in the dull end-of-year trading 
spell. 

‘.'There’s a very strong demand (for dollars) from 
the customers, and the banks don't have anything to 
sell, so the dollar is extremely strong right now," said 
a dealer in Frankfurt. "People haven't seen the dollar 
this cheap in six years." 

The strong Deutschmark prompted the French Cen- 
tral Bank to intervene on behalf of the franc by boost- 
ing Its interest rate on loans to commercial banks 
from 7.75 per cent to 8.25 per cent. 

In Tokyo, where trading ends before Europe’s busi- 
ness day begins, the dollar closed at 159.20 yen 
down 0.30 yen to Its lowest level In three months! 
Later, in London, It was quoted at 160.05 yen. 

.The dollar has lost 4.55 yen over the past nine days 
of trading in Tokyo. Its latest fall Is attributed to gen- 
eral pessimism about the dollar’s long-term pro- 
spects, coupled with the latest rise In oil prices. 

Other dollar rates at mid-morning, compared with 
late Monday: 

•— 1.9473 West German marks, up from 1.9468 

— 1.6278 Swiss Francs, down from 1,6280 

— 6.440 French francs, up from 6.4375 

— 2.2010 Dutch guilders, unchanged 

'r- 1,357.26 Italian lire, up from 1,353.50 

— 1.3795 Canadian dollars.’down from 1.3850 

London, the British pound was quoted at 
$1,4665, compared with 1.4676 Monday. 

. Gold dpened In London at a bid price of $389.40 a 
troy ounce, compared with late Monday's 389.50. 
The recommended price fixed by the city’s five-tnajor 
bullion dollars at mid-morning was unchanged. 

•• Zurich, the bid price was . $389.1 0, down from 
300.50 late Monday. . : 

Earlier, In Hong Kong, gold felt £47 to close at a 
bid 389J95, • 



KHALED BINMAHFOUZ, a 
prominent member of the Bln 
Mahfuz family of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Is expanding his opera- 
tions In the United States. 
Back In 1977, he purchased 
The Main Bank of Houston, 
and later on In 1981, a stake 
In The Mercantile Texas 
Corp. of Dallas, Texas, which 
became the Capital National 
Bank. 

On 1 September, 1983, 
the National Commercial 
Bank, Saudi Arabia's largest 
bank, opened a branch In 
New. York. The Bin Mahfouz 
family owns as substantial 
Interest Ip the financial Insti- 
tution along with the Kakl 
family of the oll-rlch King- 
dom. 

Since last year, Khaled Bln 
Mahfouz and his group ac- 
quired a 13,3 per cent stake 
in Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International (BCCI) 
which Is reportedly due to In- 
crease to 20 per cent and 30 
per-cent. In this acquisition, 
banking cirlces observed, the 
Bln 4 Mahfouz group would 
have a controlling Interest In 
a bank (BCCI) that has a 
presnece In more than 70 
countries around the world 
end a capital exceeding $1.5 
billion. Khaled is on the 
board of BCCI which has of- 
[“j 68 in New York, Houston, 
Miami, Chicago, San Francl- 

?^* n t Lo8 An 9»l»s In the 
United States., 

Earlier this year, a com- 
pany called Eastbrook 
started operations in New 
York, The company specia- 
lizes in merchant banking, tr- 
ade financing, Investment 
and . commodities trading. 



Share prices drop 

By Mamdouh El Ghaly 

Star Financial Marker Analyst . 

SHARE PRICES continued to plunge despite the fact that th 
usually shoot up at the end of the year. However thevolump?! 
trading remarkably increased with the industrial sector Bcnuirml 
the highest demand. Nevertheless, share prices are expected in 
remain stable within the last two days of this year. 0 

1.776.000 shares were handled at the market value of jn 
2.938.000 divided among 2.225 contracts, an increase of 1 S 
per cent compared to last week. 0 

The daily handling average came to JD 688.000 with a devia- 
tion of 23 per cent or 4.6 per cent of total around this averane" 
thus Indicating instability at the market. a 

The shares ot 72 companies were handled from which 2i 
companies gained including: 


1- Cairo Amman Bank 

2- Jordan Machinery 
8 Insurance Co. 

3- Jordan French 
Insurance Co. 

4- Al Izdihar 
Insurance Co. 


33 companies lost 

1- Wool Industries 

2- National Industries 

3- Philadelphia 
Insurance Co. 

4- Jordan Rockwoll 
Industry 


closing at JD 32.000 up 
from JD 29 250 
closing at JD .790 up 
from JD .740 

closing at JD 3.720 up 
from JD 3.050 

closing at JD .900 up 
from JD .850 

including: 

closing at JD .600 down 
from JD .800 
closing at JD .750 down 
from JD .780 
closing at JD .650 
down from JD .700 

closing at JD .390 down 
from JD .420 


18 companies had no change in their share values. 

In the over-the-counter market, more than 185.000 shares 
were handled at a market value of JD 50.000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the sec- 
tors according to the following percentages: 


Sectors 

Market 

Last waak'a 


share 

share 

Banks 

55.3% 

30.2% 

Industry 

30.9% 

62.5% 

Services 

4.9% 

2.5% 

Insurance 

8.9% 

4.8% 

Prominent firms whose shares were traded by sector • 

Banks (out of 22 traded) 

Share 

Share 

of sector 

of market 

1- National Bank 

41.2% 

22.8% 

of Jordan 

2- Bank of Jordan New 

13% 

7.2% 

3- Petra Bank 

11.1% 

G.1% 

4- Arab Bank 

10.6% 

5.9% 

Industrials (out of 32 traded) 

1- Arab Aluminium 
Industry 

21.1% 

6.5% 

2- National Steel 



industry 

15.2% 

4.7% 

3- Jordan Silver 
Chemicals 

12.7% 

3.9% 

4- Medium Petrochemical 
Industries 

6.1% 

1.9% 

5- Nalional Cables and 
Electric Wires 


Industry t . y 

5.8% 

1.7% 

Services (out of 8 traded) 

1- National Maritime 
Lines 

37.3% 

1.8% 

2- Jordan Electricity Co. 

22.7% 

.,.1.1% . 

Insurance (out of 10 traded) 



1 - Jordan French 

88.5% 

7.9% 

Insurance Co. 



WEEKLY AVERAGE 


Dates 

Banks 

Insurance 

Services 

Industrl 

23-12 

Zero 

-2.5% 

-.6% 

-1.2% 

24-12 

+ .02% 

-.3% 

+ .3% 

-.7% 

27-12 

+ .1% 

+ 1.5% 

-.9% 

+ .7% 

28-12* 

-.3% 

-L7% 

+ .2% 

-.8% 

29-12 

+ .2% 

-.03% 

-.6% 

-.8% 

Total 

„ — . 


_ _ 

_ 


- 8 % 

+ .3% 
-. 6 % 
-.3% 
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In the aftermath of the Bir Zeit events 


By Laila Ahed-Nazzal 

they STARED at me with empty 
was and blank faces as I tried to 
ainlaln the methods of social 
Sarch. How futile and foolish I 
leu Foolish because I was trying 
to teach them something so ab- 
stract, while their friends and my 
countrymen had died, their blood 
soaking the soil of the land. 

They looked furtively through 
the windows to see what was hap- 
pening outside, while I fought to 
maintain some semblance of 
composure and control. They eyed 
me accusingly for wanting to re- 
turn things to normal to re- 
establish a classroom situation. 

The week had drifted aimlessly. 
Students huddled In groups of 
three or four, separate and united 
in their suffering and mourning. 

The obnoxious cameras of 
eager journalists protruded among 
the faces, recording the sorrow of 
ihe moment. Journalists and cam- 
eramen asking anxiously whether 
3nythlng had happened, and busy 
looking for interpreters. Here to- 
day and gone tomorrow — on the 
scent of the next scoop, I thought. 
We should set up a sacrificial 
mount and make a monthly offer- 
ing of our martyrs, so that we may 
not be forgotten. 

Students accost me, wanting an 
extension of time, telling me they 
have not worked on papers due 
soon. I acquiesce promptly, be- 
cause I too have not looked at 
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Palestinian students in Bir Zeit during the demonstrations 


anything but newspapers. 

I stop a colleague whose hus- 
band has been imprisoned and en- 
quire about him, and she gives me 
the information, perhaps for the 
hundredth time. I don't really lis- 
ten, but anxiously study her face: 
her stoicism is etched, her 
strength deep. My admiration is si- 
lent. I am not good with words. 

A student and I discuss "the 
event." I erroneously say, "Kutilu," 
killed. He corrects me. "Shuhldu," 
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Mohammed Basioni, Egyptian ambassador to Israel, 

In Tel Aviv 

Arab delegation from West Bank and Gaza to meet 
Hosnl Mubarak 


• Maarlve newspaper disclosed that an Arab delegation from 
Ihe West Bank and the Gaza Strip Is to head to Cairo next week 
to mast with Egyptian president Hosnl Mubarak. The paper ad- 
ded that the Egyptian ambassador to Israel, Mohammad Basioni 
notified the Egyptian officale on this visit. 

teraell firms register In Cairo International Trade Fair 

• Tha number of israeli firms which registered to partiolpste in 

^ Cairo International Trade Fair which will be opened next 
March, has amounted to BOrThe Israeli commercial attache 0 
palro stated that the tendency of Israeli parties and If ms _ 0 
increase the trade co-operation with Egypt Is on the upward 
trend. . . 

RallglouB, social books ordered banned by Education 
Officer 

•Schools, which: belong to UNRWA in the West Bank lately 
received ; a letter from the head of the Education Department In 
. jjyji the head of that department listed 90 school bato^hfc 
Israeli Education Officer had banned. These books basically 
t® 4II with religious, cultural, and social Information. 

/ . Introducing trials, to the authorities of We6t Bank 
V : . • municipalities ; 

•. Al HSmlshmar newspaper mentioned. thpt'tlie £raelj Civil Ad- 
, . toinistretlpn In the VYest .Bank- is •currently ^considering a 
• • j£jP^I-ta expand the authorities of the West Bank municipa«- 
] Among these authorities is the trial of; the citizens Who re 
vSJ? to Pay taxes. The civil administration Is also studying 1 the 
Possibility pf establishing civil municipal courts in- the northern 
Southern parts of the West. Bank. - • 


martyred. I bathe in my ignorance 
and the sunshine. 

An ideological faction holds a 
memorial gathering for their dead 
colleagues, and the leaders line up 
to receive condolences. But I am 
excluded.- and i feel hurt. 

I long for a lasso that would un- 
ite everyone on campus; the rest- 


{ jf 
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lessness is too despairing, too 
stifling. Maybe songs. I thought, or 
speeches or prayers — a united 
wake in the face of sacrifice and 
pain. But my uselessness no 
doubt obvious, I wandered back 
and forth, lugging a heavy brief- 
case. 

I saw the father of one of the 
dead students on television, brave 


and proud that his son had died 
tor Palestine. I thought of the 
emptiness of his heart, and the 
missed day of graduation when he 
would not attend, and of a despair 
that would never find balm. 

I think of my sons, who think 
that all Yahud, Jews, are soldiers. 
My sons, aged eight and five, hide 
now when they see soldlere. be- 
cause they killed students from 
“Mummy's university." A lump 
blocks my throat. My home is no 
longer my refuge. 

My thoughts drift back to a con- 
versation I had with an Israeli wo- 
man a week earlier. She told me 
that I should explain to my 
students that Israeli mothers 
prefer their sons to go to univers- 
ity rather than serve in the army. I 
bristled and retorted that Israeli 
mothers should also tell their sons 
how hard it is to raise sons and 
see them die. 

The gulf between us too wide 
and too difficult to bridge, we had 
parted, each to her own world. 

I now prepare for my next per- 
formance in class, eager for the 
routine of methods of social 
research and the fertility /mortality 
rates of Middle East countries. — 
The Jerusalem Post. 

The writer is an assistant 
professor of sociology at Bir 
Zeit University. 
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"For those of us in Congress who are expected 10 
look past the news accounts and obtain an insight 
into ihe thinking and objectives of the players in 
the Middle East, it is extremely helpful to have 
access 10 American-Arab Affairs. It is a well- 
written journal with interviews that cut through 
the rhetoric." 

The Hon. Howard C. Nielson 
U.S. Representative (UT) 


"American-Arab Affairs has made its indelible 
markon a wide and varied readership. Its place on 
the shelves of every library, public or private, is 
earned and protected by the sheer weight of its 
scholarship and the objectivity of its 
contributions." 

H.R.H. Crown Prince £1 Husan Bln Total 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


" American-Arab Affairs has rapidly established a 
reputation for thoughtful, lively, and responsible 
journalism. It is a valuable reference for our 
officers and a useful addition to our USIS 
libraries abroad." 

The Hen. Charles l. Wick 
Director, United States Information Agency 






I »}:•«»»•:« l WrAflUJi 


*4 


jttvaMist 





i 









i ■ ; i 
i. | 


sport . 

1986: A year of achievements 


< By Hfcmdan Al Hajj 

Star Staff Writer 

THE STAR is happy to highlight a 
number of the sports activities and 
events that took place throughout 
the Kingdom in the year 1986. 

Ministry of Youth 

The Ministry of Youth an- 
nounced a new law for the Youth 
and Welfare Corporation after 
cancelling the former one. It also 
Issued a number of internal regu- 
lations to cut down on the number 
of federations operating in Jordan. 
It has started putting up new 
sports cities and complexes in a 
number of clubs and federations. 

The ministry also concentrated 
on the idea of setting up new 
sports complexes and sports ci- 
ties. 

Club achievements 

The nio9t important event that 
wasf held in the ‘year 1986 by 
sports clubs was the opening' of 
the new headquarters of the Al- 
Ahli Club by Hip Majesty King 
Hussein. . 


Football - • 

In 1986 Al-Fafsal! Club won the 
Cup of Cups tournament while 
Ai-Jazlrah Club won the Jordanian 
shield. Al Arabi club took the Jor- 
danian cup and this club together 
with the Al Baqa'a'Club gained en- 
try from the second division Into 
the Al-Mumtaz tournament. 

The Jordanian Football Federa- 
tion participated in the meetings of 
the Asian Federation held in South 
Korea. Messers Amer Al-Muftl, 
Nazmi Al Sa'eed, Dr Hanna Kawar 
were accepted as new members 
into the Federation. 

Table Tennis 

Jordan won six medals at the 
Arab table tennis 'tournament 
which was held in Nabel City In 
Tunisia last August. 

Volleyball 

' In the field of volleyball, Jordan 
organized the Fourth Arab Voile- 
ball* tournament last August in 
which it attained the sixth position. 
The Addiftaln club defeated the 
Iraqi team by three games to two. 
Jordan defeated the Syrian team 


in a friendly match played in Am- 
man on 3 July, 1986. 

Basketball 

The Orthodox basketball team 
participated in a friendly tour- 
nament in Qatar at the beginning 
of the year. The team took the 
fourth position. 


In their first external competi- 
tion, the Jordanian judo team won 
a silver medal in addition to three 
bronze ‘medals at the Arab Tour- 
nament for the Youth held in Ku- 
wait. Faris Ghattas and other con- 
testants were able to represent 
Jordan creditably and excellently. 

The Jordanian Police Judo Fed- 
eration hosted the first Arab Judo 
tournament in Jordan in which five 
Arab teams participated. 

Swimming 

The Jordanian Swimming 
National team took part in Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein tour- 
nament which was held in Bagh- 
dad. 
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AMBASSADORS 
NIGHT CLUB 


NEW YEAR'S EVE JD 20 


GALA DINNER including 


AS MUCH 

CHAMPAGNE AS YOU 
CAN DRINK ALL 
NIGHT 

.i 

SPECIAL LEBANESE NEW 
YEAR'S EVE SHOW. 
INCLUDING ORIENTAL BELLY 
DANCER & SINGERS 


HATS AND STREAMERS 

" ; t ; 

> ■ ■ ■ . 

ALL THIS IN AN ELEGANT V 
ATMOSPHERE WITH 
PANORAMIC VIEWS OF 
AMMAN. - 

Dinner seryed from 1 9-1 1 p.m. - 

For information a, rid reservation please call 663100 







Table Tennis — there are plans for regional committees 

Addiftain tournament 

• The administrative committee of Addiftaln Club has decided 
to form a body to workout the details for the Addiftaln football 
tournament which will be held in the summer of 1987. 

The Committee would include Subhl Khalil, Bahjat Shehab. 
Hllmi Shaker, Elssa Attlrawi and Rashad Tahboub. Contacts wiili 
a number of neighbouring Arab football teams to take part In 
this tournament are afoot. 

Data Centre for Youth 

• The Ministry of Youth has started preparing a data base cen- 
tre for the youth as part of its five-year plan. The sources of Ito 
ministry say that the aim for setting up such a centre is to make 
Information available both inside and outside Jordan. 

The ministry, Intends to form five youth camps in the governo- 
rates of Balqa,- Kerak, Tafilah, Ma'an and Irbid well equipped for 
sports activities. 

The ministry, also intends to set up eight youth centres In 
Amman in co-operation with the municipality of Amman within 
the next two years. 

Minister for Tunisia 

• Dr Eld Daheyyat, Minister of Youth will represent Jordan al 
the meeting of the Arab Youth and Sports Ministers which is 
scheduled for Tunisia on 14 January 1987. 

All sources have confirmed and Indicated that Dr Daheyyat 
might be elected as a member of the Arab Executive bureau as 
a result of his dedicated efforts to Improve Jordanian sports 

Nottingham club for Jordan 

• Mr Yousef Taflsh,- president of the Gulf Sports Club In Aqaba, 
and Mr Gerald Kenz, deputy president of the Nottingham 
have entered Into an agreement to bring the English club to Jor- 
dan to play against local teams. 

Committees on table-tennis 

• Dr-lsmat Al-Kurdi, President of the Table Tennis Fed® r *5J; 
has revealed that the federation Intends to form regions com 
mittee8 In the southern, northern and central parts of ine ^ h# 
dom. 

These committees will be responsible for supervising and w 
ganlzlng championships. They are also to co-ordinate 
with the officials to facilitate the federation's plans to ma* 
game more popular. 

Iraqi coach for Al flamtha 

• It Is expected that the Iraqi coach, Mr Mljbil Fartojjj [JjjjjK 
start training the Al-Ramtha football team frdm the beg nn w 
1987. The club's administration recently signed a contra ^ 
Mr Fartous in Iraq and he is expected In Jordan 3°° n - '. fldlh8 
coach became acquainted with Ramtha players when he ™ 6 
opportunity of training them for a while at the beginning 

Omani teams for Green tournament 

. • The Omani Football Federation is studying 
blllty of the country’s football teams participating 
nantent to be held in Jordan. The tournament is und^ > gjt y 
Green Amman which Is going to be organized by the wi 
: of Amman in April 1987. 
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The AUB — a glorious past, a thorny future 


By Mounlr B. Abboud 

Star Lebanon Correspondent 

BEIRUT — The American Univ- 
ersity of Beirut (AUB) has for 
many years stood as a symbol of 
Middle East reawakening and en- 
fahtment, and as a cornerstone of 
American good will. 

From a small beginning which 
saw a mere handful of students 
receiving Instructions In class- 
rooms Improvised within private 
homes, this university, the largest 
American Institution of higher edu- 
cation outside the continental Un- 
ited States, has grown until It 
boasted a spacious, well ap- 
pointed, up-to-date campus, a 
large competent faculty and a 
student body of 6,000 men and 
women who belong to around 60 
nationalities from different parts of 
the world, and to 19 religious con- 
fessions. The Arab studentB 
among them — largely Lebanese 
- comprise more than 90 per 
cent of the student body. 

Faculty members number 
around 500, that is, one faculty 
member for ten students. Due to 
kidnappings, the number of Ameri- 
can and other foreign faculty has 
gradually dropped, especially 
since the last academic year. 

The American University of Bei- 
rut has survived the last 1 1 years 
ot civil war In astonishingly good 
shape. Physicist damage to the 
AUB's campus has been slight. To 
step through its gates Is to put be- 
hind you the down-at-heel tattl- 
ness of West Beirut today.to enter 
a pleasant tree-shaded haven 
where some 5,000 young people 
study, learn and enjoy themselves 
and each other's company. 

The AUB'8 political and financial 
problems are not new. Thanks to 
the tuition fee increases, they 
have, In fact, formed the centre of 
a campus controversy for a few 
years. The trend Is generally to be 
optimistic about fund-raising cam- 
i wiflns. 

Indeed, no matter how much the 
AUB is criticized by Its members, It 
would be hard to Imagine the Mld- 
<« East without it. 

With professors being kidnap- 
ped as a result of the 1 2-year-old 
toil strife In Lebanon, the AUB 
*as exposed to a number of dan- 
gerous events but was able to 
overcome the recent difficulties 
and crisis. 


stand today, steadfast and facing 
challenges, having endured the 
Lebanese turmoil, which is now in 
its twelfth year. Once the Middle 
East's most prestigious university 
the AUB is no longer an island of 
tranquil study In the chaos of 
West Beirut, in the wake of recent 
waves of kidnapped American 
professors and employees. 

"We have tightened security, 
but realistically speaking, little can 
be done with the situation being 
what It Is in Lebanon," said AUB 
spokesman Radwan Malwall. 

The university's gates are 
guarded by armed security men 
end an armoured car stands In 
front of the AUB hospital. The Un- 
iversity advises foreigners to take 
precautions against kidnapping 
such as altering routines and 
routes to work. One American 
professor said he wanted to re- 
main in Lebanon " because i 
really enjoy teaching at the AUB" , 
but fear has kept him from ven- 
turing out of campus for several 
months. 

Scores of American students 
and faculty members left the univ- 
ersity in the light of the present in- 
security In west Beirut. A short- 
age of qualified teachers had led 
to complaints from students. 

“The AUB ia trying hard to keep 
up its distinguished level of teach- 
ing standards, but we are part of 
this community and what affects it 
affects us as well," Malwall said. 

Despite all the University has 
gone through, its Board of Trus- 
tees reaffirmed at its last meenlng 
In New York Its firm pledge to 
preserve the university's continu- 
ity and future, and to work ur- 
gently with all the authorities 
concerned tor the release of all 
members of the university cur- 
rently held as hostages. 

This resolution of the Board of 
Trustees refutes all recent talk 
and rumours about the Intention to 
close down the AUB or Its transfer 
to another country. 

The truth — the certainty — la 
that the AUB Ib staying In its prin- 
cipal campus In Ras Beirut. 

Prior to the Israeli siege of West 
Beirut of 1982. Palestinian and 
leftist nationalist groups were Ihe 
dominant political forces on cam- 
pus as they were in West Beirut, 
after the Muslim militias took over. 

This picture changed overnight 
on 6 February 1984, with the selz- 







A faculty at the AUB: what affects the community affects 
the University 


The University continues to on 6 February 1984, with the seiz- 


ure of West Beirut by militias of 
the Druze Progressive Socialist 
Party of Walld Jumblat and the 
Shl'lte Amal organization of Nabih 
Berrl. The PSP and Amal are now 
the dominant forces In AUB polit- 
ics although these parties can 
count few members among the 
students and faculties. 

There are also grave difficulties 
caused by Lebanese preceptions 
of American policies in the Middle 
East. Most Lebanese people do 
not put the AU8 and the Reagan 
Administration into the same ba- 


sket. "We have never been 
shelled by the militias and our 
campus was never occupied," Dr 
Samir Tabet, Vice-President of the 
AUB said. 

"Because of American policies, 
Ihe University doesn’t get the sup- 
port of all communities," he said," 
they don't like American policies 
towards Israel and Ihe Arab coun- 
tries and the university has to pay 
the consequences." 

War in Lebanon has kept Arabs 
away from other countries and the 


sons and daughters of the weal- 
thy Lebanese have, in growing 
numbers, chosen to attend Ameri- 
can or European universities. 

The AUB's role as a regional 
centre for higher, education was 
already on the wane before the 
war. Gulf Arabs and Jordanians 
who once came to Beirut to study 
can now go to universities in their 
own home countries. 

These changes in the AUB's 
role in education In the Middle 
East are coming at the worst 
possible time for a university al- 
ready weakened by war and in se- 
curity outside its gates and lack- 
ing in a leadership from the AUB's 
trustees to engage in the sort of 
long-range thinking and planning 
needed to cope with the AUB’s al- 
tering prospects. 

The AUB's administration has 
sought to maintain good relations 
with all parlies on the Lebanese 
scene. This springs from its orig- 
inal principle, which haB been 
based on offering educational ser- 
vices and fulfilling its educational 
mission towards all. regardless of 
race, class or religion. 

The American University of Bei- 
rut was originally chartered in 
1863, under the name of the Sy- 
rian Protestant College, by the St- 
ate of New York. The official 
opening ot the school, under the 
leadership of Dr Daniel Bliss, 
came In 1866. Its original mission 
had been to provide teachers for 
the numerous missionary schools 
In Syria and Lebanon, but its facili- 
ties and choice of available stu- 
dies were rapidly expanded and 
came to what it le now. 

The American University of Bei- 
rut, aa its founder Bliss stated: "Is 
for all conditions and classes of 
men without regard to colour, 
nationality, race or religion." 

As we see it today, and aa is 
stated In its charter from the State 
J 'of New York, the AUB is a private, 
non-sectarian, non - piof it ins tilu lion 
of higher learning. Its function is to 
offer American-style education 
and teaching in a free atmos- 
phere. The university has given 
much and gone to great lengths in 
search of perfection in its teach- 
ing. It has developed in an enlight- 
ened manner to meet the chang- 
ing scientific, cultural, social and 
economic needs in Lebanon anda 
the Arab world and to serve as a 
link between the cultures of. the 
EaBt and the West. 


Jordan’s pictorial history revived 
in the Archives Week 


By Frida Mdanat 

Special to The Star 

WORE old fashioned suits 
tats anri ‘rtail-alula 1 mnnsta- 


cars or men who wore long robes 
with head-dresses riding on 
horse-back: soldiers wore knee- 

■ i.i. ■ J >unnAAr\0 


WORE old fashioned suits horse-back: soldiers wore knee- 
ats and 'Daii-style' mousta- high socks and belts and weapons 
standing beside old motor around their waists. .. . 


military detachn^entet the Military Club In 


Those were photographs dating 
back to the Emirate period from 
1921 to 1946, which captured 
some moments of the lives of the 
late King Abdulla lbn Al-Hussem 
and many of the figures who were 
the founders of what is now the 
Hashemite Kingdom ot Jordan. 

At the Royal Cultural Centre, 
part of Jordan's history was re- 
. vlved in the 100 photograph exhi- 
bition organized by . the Dspart- 
, ment of Libraries, Docu mania hons 
and National Archives (DLDNA 
and patronized by the Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al- Lawzl. 

The exhibition included captions 
of the late King Ab^ultphpIaylnQ 
chess with Turkish President ls- 
mat Imio, showing both leaders 
engrossed In the game and sur- 
• rounded by a crowd of anxious ob- 
- servers. ' Another photograph 
showed the King standing beside 

a Pord motor 1 caroMhe lO's wIlh, 
Dr Jameel.Tutunjr by his side at 



The sixth military detachment In Gaza in. 1.943 


the entrance of (he Italian Hospital 
following a visit to its premises. 

These and many more pictures 
of the late King Abdullah visiting a 
Jerash water project, posing with 
: Winston Churchill, receiving, the 
ISte Sherif Hussein. Inspecting the 
army oh horse b^ok. Another aide 
of the exhibition concentrated on 
the Army and Public Security 
which used to be one united force 


at the time. It included pictures of 
the border guards, balallion units 
and spouts in different occasions 
and activities.'; " • 

The exhibition also included pic-' 
tures of the first Prime. Minister 
Rashid Talee; the second Cabinet 
formed by'Mathar Arslan. Other 
photographs included the director 

Continued on page 19 
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Moroccan artist displays his 
originality in written abstract art 


By Frida Mdanat 

Special to The Star 

A MIXTURE of intricate, delicate 
and attractive structures cover the 
totality of the canvas. From a dis- 
tance. the eye is able to witness 
certain rhythm and movement. 
Looking closer, the structures be- 
gin to form Arabic letters in a con- 
tinous and harmonious embrace 
with colours that appear to keep 
changing in shades and intensity. 
Images appear and vanish as the 
colours fade and intensify, but one 
reality remains in the work — 
that of the presence of Arabic 
script. 

Forty written paintings by the 
artist Mehdi Qotbi, currently on 
display at the Alia Art Gallery, in- 
troduce a new and highly original 
style ot calligraphy to the world. 
The exhibition of Qotbi, patronized 
by Her Highness Princess Wijdan 
Ali and French Ambassador Fran- 
cois Lecfercq was held in coopera- 
tion with thd French Embassy and 
the French Cultural Centre at the 
Alla Art Gullery on Mondny 29 
December. 

Mehdi Qotbi was horn in 1951 in 
Rabat, Morocco. His talents 
awakened early in his adolescent 
years and to pursue his ambition, 
he moved to France where he 
joined the School of Fine Arts in 
Toulouse. He then moved lo Paris 
and continued his studies. There 
he was encouraged to introduce 
his own personality in his works. 
He found out that his origin was 
the best medium of self-expressi- 
on. 

His works later became the 
language he could see but could 
not speak In a foreign country. He 
is no v/ a French citizen and a tea- 
cher of Fine Arts in Paris, where 
he has been living for the past 20 
years. 



Mehdi Qotbi, setting up a 
and French origins 

Since 1968 he held several ex- 
hibitions all over the world intro- 
ducing a blend of Islamic culture 
and modern art on the canvas. 

“Deep inside me, I am still an 
Arab,' 1 he said, "and I try to reflect 
this in my work." He uses the Ara- 
bic script in his artistic in- 
tegration of letter and 
colour. His colours, a constant 
variety of shades and tones, from 
bright oriental colours to pastels 
are complete with rhyhthm and 
expressions. 

For one of his works 'Romance' 
he uses two different shades of 
green forming moving structures 
similar to the movement of sea- 
waves. and uses red and green to 
express his memories and recoll- 
ections. 


link between his Moroccan 
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In others he mixes brown with 
orange in harmony, and gave the 
green and beige an artistic biend. 

"It takes three to four weeks to 
finish one piece of work." he said, 
"and sometimes up to six 
months." His work Is as delicate 
and time consuming as tapestry. 
He starts the canvas with a letter 
and keeps repeating the same 
movement until he fills the canvas 
to the end. and the result is an ab- 
stract piece of art done with 
"gouache" and a tiny brush. It 
takes me time to finish the work 
and It takes you time to look at it," 
he added good-humouredly. 
Among his collection are a few 
graphic works, composed of dark 
colours, resembling precious 
pieces of antique. 

Mehdi Qotbi, originally from Mo- 
rocco still has a heavy Moroccan 
accent and constantly strives to 
keep the 'Arab-Universal 1 blend in 
his works. 

HIb Arabic calligraphy is on 
every other page in the poetry 
book written by former Senegal 
President, now a poet, Leopold S. 
Senghor. The book entitled "New 
York" was made Into several fine 
exemplaries. . The first was 
presented to King Hassan II of 
Morocco and the second to Cana- 
da 8 first Minister Brian Mulronny. 

The last page of the exemplary 
holds both signatures of the poet 
and of the painter. Another similar 
book,- written by French poet Mi- 
chel Butor. also carries Qotbi'a Ill- 
ustrations. The first copy of the 
book titled "Prairies of Awaken- 
ing will be presented to Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al-Husseln. 

h,s v)sit to Jordan. 
Mehdi Qotbi was exhibiting ■ his 
works in Morocco and Saudi Ara- 
bia where his works drew sub- 
stantia! interest from prospective 
buyers. 

Some of hid works were bought 
oy . museums in France, one of 
which takes interest In selling 
paintlngg to embassies in the Arab 
world where Qotbl's works would 
be relevant. One of his works was 
among a 'collection to ' b& given to 
the moving museum which tours 
different countries to sell and don- 
ate proceeds to South Africa. 

Following his visit to Amman 

Omhi Jif 9 f0r flv ® dQ VS. Mehdi 
l 3 0V ? I f l ° Ganqda where: 
his paintings will be ion tour ail 

' 3!S'fi !h SiiF 0n9d * an -Provinces arid - 
atlas. Wherever -he displays his' 

York,. London, Ham- 
' and : other Cities, he 

Yrore imet with an- 

. thusfasrh. pnd appreciation H 


•Ui*-.* London, Ham- 

•' ' burgh, ;fv)adrjd; and, other cities, hs 

ncBiB i words wereimst with en- 

■.jJflJj. tr,; :ihugia$rq.-pnd appreciation.^ 

1 : ; : ab?t^°<it : A> '‘ b '° Ca! ' l9raphy . 




Reem Yasin’s 

Cinema Corner 



Fellini’s ‘Roma 


GREAT CITIES have often been depicted throuch an in » 
way that is both typical and Individual: very character s^ 
yet at the same time very personal as they are seen thrS 
the eyes of particular artists, in the world of literature hi 
Instance, Charles Dickens's London or Nagub Mahfo’u?* 
Cairo have a certain aura about them that springs mai to 
from the writers’ own consciousness of these places. 

In the film world, likewise, major cities have featured on 
the screen as seen through the eyes of their directors New 
York as presented through Woody Alien’s work has a m 
clal l character of its own unlike any other view of the "con- 

C ^ e f°i^n n9 f ^ h J 8 * l,m Man hattan' Is a memorable exam- 
ple). Likew so, Youssef Shahln’s vision of his home town 
Alexandria Is no commonplace picture of the beautiful Me- 
dlterranean port. In his autobiographical film "Alexan- 
dria ... Why, the whole city vibrates with life, love and rws- 
talgic memories. 

One of the great cities that has had a major share on the 
screen is ‘Rome, 1 after which several great fllma have been 
named. Roberto Rossellini's film 'Rome, Open City 1 (made 
in 1945 during and about the Nazi occupation of the city) Is 
perhaps the most famous. 

But Federico Fellini's ‘Roma’ (the high-light of the latest 
Italian Film Week held in Amman) Ib like no other presenta- 
tion of that city or any other city: the view is entirely hie 
own and the fantasies could belong to no one else. 

Regarded as one of the most distinguished and by far the 
most original of Italian directors, Fellini Is definitely one of 
the master craftsmen in the world of cinema. Hie wild Ima- 
gination and exagerated flamboyance colour most of hie 
work. Many of his Images are grotesque and even blzare, 
probably stemming from the fact that he was originally a 
caricaturist. 

Most of Fellini ’s films are so personal in nature that they 
are essentially surrealistic expressions of his own dreama, 
or nightmares for that matter. They create a world of fan- 
tasy that Is totally h|s own, a world that is not necessarily 


larly applies to his film, 'Roma,' (made In 1972 ) which la 
mainly his impressions of the great city presented In a nr* 
las of seemingly un-related sequences that blend Into each 
other enticing the audience Into the depths of the dlrec* 
torB'a imagination and the labyrinth of his fantasy. 

In 'Roma’, we see the city through young Fellini's eyes a* 
a schoolboy watching slides on a projector In cibsb. 
then follow him as he goes to the capital during the *» 
years and watch music hall act8 interrupted !»«*■“ 
sirens. We see the streets of Rome In the rain and the ohm 
of workmen extndlng the city’s subway lines. We enjoy 
every moment of the joviality of the fiesta and the hsany 
meals on the aide walk cafes. 

But the most dazzling set-piece of the whole fllro 
sequence that is so typically Felilnian is the eccleslas iw 
fashion show where nuns and priests skate and swirl aionv 
a cat-walk parading their attire to a throng of judges nw 
spectators. Of ail the sequences In the film tills is the 


spectators. Of all the sequences In the film tms is — 
bizarre and the most hilarious, a grotesque vision tnai w 
only be seen through Fellini's eyes. 

• If nobody has seen Rome this way before, It Ib because 
this one Is strictly Fellini's 'Roma.' 


CALENDAR 


Exhibitions ' mW- 

’The Architectural-Gallery is still open to the public for the 
. bitlon .of. architectural drawings on 'Iraq Al Amir. 

The French Cultural Centre presents the ® x ^ b '!' 0 ^ a exl* i ' ' 
Qotbi entitled "Written Paintings' let the Alja Gallery. Tn . . 
tip n u ir>WI 7 J ari'uary. J : ' . • 

fh®. British Council continues to hold painting ^'Siiion 
the Banks, of the Jordan' at the National Gallery. The e* 

. la open^until 23 January 1987. : 

Film® •' • ■ ' :<• 

V: ,'The American Centre presents the feature fi 
Five’, starring Jane Fonda . and Dolly Parton.- . . y. /. 

• On Mpriday-5 January and Thursday. 8 January al 

M:?': K -- !l ' - . - 1* : ' • 


Of New Year’s Eve 
and Celebrating 

By Star Staff Writer 

New Years' Eve. The western hour has come, champagne is 
split and glasses touch. The western clock strikes twelve mid- 
night. We must have fun. 

We must celebrate. Simply celebrate. For the western mind 
says 1 happiness, peace, love to all. And we are so good at that. 
We must stay up all night and celebrate. For once it is not just 
talk; this time it Is action. We must have fun. 

a * * 

just like the glittering rock singer on stage. The crowds 
sway to the music. The singer, microphone in hand, bounces on 
his feet and calls to the people, his people now. 

- let ms hear it loudl 

The crowds scream, limbs in the air. 

- Let me hear it louder! 

The crowds scream. 

- Louder! The drums beat, the guitar squeaks. 

The crowds scream. 

Glittering delinquency, microphone in hand, blood-shot eyes 
and a hoarse voice, lifts his finger, 

The crowds stop screaming. 


New Year's Eve. 8 pm. Excitement in the air. Bath-tub vapor 
and talcum powder. Giorgio reeks and Dior lipstick smears. An 
occasion to celebrate, my friends, on this very special 31st of 
December of every year. 

A wardrobe of clothes. What to wear? 'Your heart upon your 
sleeve,' of course. 


Santa Claus comes marching Into a Palestinian refugee camp. 
Oh, joy! oh, happiness! The children rush to greet him. 

Santa pulls out a gun and massacres them ali. 

Where, oh where did I read this? On an insignificant corner ol 
an insignificant page of a newspaper. 


New Years' Eve. 9 pm. 'It is the cause, it is the cause'. Panic, 
panic in the home of a lovely lady who is going out to celebrate. 

Nail polish won't dry. Make-up isn't right. Spot on nose is 
stowing. The telephone rings. Smudged the silk shirt — oh, no, 
oh no, who can that be now? 


The Arab world is celebrating. The maestro has lifted his arms. 
™ maestro is web-footed. 

No sense in' sulking, you know. I'm easily swayed too._Bui I 
famembBr once how, at the 'Queen' concert in 78 1 refused to 
»nce. I didn't really refuse. I just couldn't move. I didn't know 
■toy then; thought I was 'wrong' somehow. My friends were ali 
wkmg and swaying until dawn and I just sat on the grass and 
sot cold. 

instinct, I suppose, and Innocence. But h aarts grow hard with 
, *JK and happiness, no longer an instinct, becomes a perfor- 
1 "lance. 

Wars we know little about. Wars that somehow start and 
^vsr end. In Lebanon you must be careful not to step on the 
Lebanon, champagne gets spilt on Gucci shoes and St 

Jhs Western clock strikes twelve midnight. (Did you. hear what 
rn l 88 J flC kson said? ”1 never would have made thlB music, if 
o known the Arabs were going to listen to It"). 

Oh. but wait a minute, Mike. 

And like the glittering rock 'n' roll singer to whom we all sway, 
must celebrate. The western hour has come. And oh, Isn’t it 
® Such fun? 
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The exhibition, held to celebrate 
the National Archives week 
formed part of the activities car- 
ried out on the occasion. 

Massive media campaigns were 
• launched oh the Importance of old 
records and to encourage people 
to provide the DLDNA with any 
' available document or photograph 
to be reconditioned and' pres- 
erved. 

A seminar was also held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Tuesday, 
i 30 December chsired by Director 
General of the DLDNA, Dr Ahmad 
Sharkas. Dr : Suhella Rimawl, His- 
tory Professor at the University of 
: Jordan and Mr Ahmad Ananl a 
writer* spoke about the.cultural 
Importance of historical dor 
rcumdnts. ' . :* • ;• 

1 ' The pkhlbitlorV a collection of 
trai 1 ® photographs and documents, 
has i become ■:.e> tradltfon • since. 


livin 


Symbolic trip on camel to Granada 


AMMAN (Star) — A group of five 
bedouin Jordanians from Aqaba 
have come out with a brand new 
idea of starting a 8500 kilometres 
and 130 days trip on camels. The 
planned tour is to start at the 
Castle of Aqaba as a commemora- 
tion of the Great Arab Revolt 
which was led by Sharif Hussein 
Bin All. 

The group of camel jockeys will 
then head to Amman, Syria, Tur- 
key, Geece, Yugoslavia. Italy, 
Switzerland. Austria, Germany. 
France, and end in Spain In front 
of Alhambra Palace in the city of 
Granada. The group will then give 
the camels to the King and people 
of Spain as a present on behalf of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Mr Abdul Jabbar Al Barqawi, the 
leader of the group, said that the 
idea of that tour came to his mind 
eight years ago when he was 
working at a press and publishing 
company In Holland. He added 
that he was Impressed by the Eu- 
ropeans’ interest in Islamic and 
Arabic folklore and traditions. 
When he came back to Aqaba, he 
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The travellers pose for a picture 


decided to carry out a long tour on mic, Arabic , and bedouin tradi- 
camel in an attempt to spread Isla- lions and beliefs in Europe. 


Jordan week of culture in Los Angeles 


AMMAN (Star) — To demonstrate 
friendship and understanding be- 
tween the United States and Jor- 
dan, the Arab American Commun- 
ity in Los Angeles — in co- 
operation with the Jordanian Em- 
bassy and the Royal Jordanian 
Airlines — is hosting a Jordanian 
Art and Cultural Festival in Los 
Angeles. California the week of 28 
December to January 2. 

The festival began with a formal 
Arabic dinner for 800 to 1000 per- 
sons at the Sheraton Premier 
Hotel on 28 December. Among the 
dignitaries attending were Mr. Ad- 
nan Abu Odeh. Minister of the 
Royal Court. 

A feature of the evening was a 
musical oresentation and drills by 
the .iBO-member Jordanian 
Armed Forces Band, which is re- 
cognized as one of the most out- 
standing bands In the world. The 
Royal Jordanian Folklore Troupe 
also presented a programme of 
ethnic dance. Joining the troupe 
was a choir of American "Children 
of the World" who have been on a 
world concert tour for the cause of 
International peace. 

An added feature of the evening 
was a Jordanian fashion show 
titled "Jordan Throughout His- 
tory." 

An exhibition of modern Jorda- 
nian art and dozens of rare Jorda- 
nian books was featured in the 
Sheraton Premier Hotel 29 
December. The exhibition, presen- 
ted under the patronage of Los 


1978. Each year, and during the 
last week of December, the 
DLDNA holds its annual Archives 
Week. This activity was carried 
out' following a decision by the 
International Council -61 J rcflive ® 
ICA) (in which the DLDNA ia a 
member) to dedicate one week at 
the end of each year to celebrate 
Archives week. 

The idea behind the annual ac- 
tivities of the DLDNA iB to empha- 
size the importance r0 '® ° f 

records and document? in pres 
ervlng ' the history and ident^v ol 
the nation and the culture of its 
people.: " 

The 'DLDNA continues to voice 
It's interest and concern over- the 
preservation of, old records; aod 
calls bn jhe people . to- provide It 
with . any available dopument of 
photograph. With the option of gly-; 
ing the Department a copy ana 
keeplnfllhe original, 


Angeles City Eighth District Coun- 
cil member Robert Farrell, was 
followed by indoor performances 
of the Royal Jordanian Marching 
Band and Folklore Troupe at Los 
Angeles City Hall. A reception at 
City Hall followed the proclamation 
of Jordan Day by Mayor Tom 
Bradley. 

On 30 December, the Jordanian 
Armed Forces Band, further em- 


phasizing the cultural bridge be- 
tween Ensl and West, joined with 
bands from the United States. Ja- 
pan and Canada to perlorm during 
a 'Bondfesf' at Pasadena City 
College Horrell Field. The band 
also will march in the Disneyland 
Parade 31 Decemebr. 

Climaxing the week-long cele- 
bration, the band will participate in 
Pasadena's Rose Bowl Parade on 
New Year's Day. 


Swedish ambassador awards 
the Polar Star medal 


THE SWEDISH ambassador to 
Amman last Sunday offered the 
Polar Star medal to former mem- 
ber of the Upper House of Par- 
liament Mr Wadee Dlmls in appre- 
ciation for his services in the Beit 
Jala area in the West Bank when 
he was mayor. The medal was 
bestowed by King Gustav of 
Sweden. 

The Hussein Hospital at Bet 
Jala which Mr Dimis manages was 
established and financed by the 
Swedish government, it Continued. 

THE FAR SIDE 


even after IhB 1967 Israeli occu- 
pation, to extend services to the. 
Arab citizens there. It ia currently 
financed by the Ministry of Health 
in Jordan and receives aid from 
Sweden. 

Mr Dimis was offered the medal 
during a reception held at the 
Swedish ambassador's residence, 
attended by Mr Marwan Doudin, 
Minister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs, the Swedish Counsul for 
Jerusalem, and a number of offi- 
cials. 



By GARY LARSON 
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Africa’s sinking islands of elephants 
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RWINDI, Zaire — "Look I Ele- 
■ phants!" They had been bathing in 
the Rutshuru River and now. as 
the sun sank towards the Mltumbi 
mountains, they were heading out 
to graze on the open grasslands 
of the Parc des Vlr ungas, Zaire. 

Tramping over the grassy plain, 
they formed groups of six or so — 
family units of cows and calves, 
with an occasional bull. Before 
supper that night at Rwlndi Lodge 
we had counted upward of 160 el- 
ephants. 

A few weeks later, with another 
tour, we counted 120. The year 
was 1983. 

In 1984 the figure was high 
again — 1 10. It seemed that 
Rwindi was one of the few places 
left where one could be fairly sure 
of seeing large herds. 

So when Robin Helller, producer 
of a planned BBC-TV movie, The 
Elephant Challenge', asked me to 
suggest a good location, Rwindi 
seemed ideal, particularly as there 
were plans to film In neighbouring 
Rwanda. 

We were nine months too fate. 
By the lime we arrived in July 
1986, most of Rwindl's elephants 
had been shot for their ivory. A re- 
port by the World Wildlife Fund 
said, "In mid- 1985, tourists at 
Rwindi heard shots Ie9s than one 
kilometre away. 

"Park guards armed with single- 
shot carblnss went to investigate, 
but were turned back by poachers 
with automatic weapons. By the 
time reinforcements arrived, the 
poachers had escaped with four 
elephant tusks.” 

From what we were told In 
Zaire, that incident was typical. 
After several days' searching, the 
most we could come up with was 
a herd of 16 cows and calves plus 
three attendant bulls. 

it is the same virtually throu- 
ghout Africa — reports of well- 
armed, well-equipped poachers 
destroying elephant populations 
and outrunning poorly-paid, 
poorly-equipped guards. 

With ivory fetching up to $120 
per kilo oh. the world market, ele- 
phant poaching represents one of 
the. few .ways to get rich quick In 
Africa. . lain : Dougiaa-Hamiiton, 
co-author of 'Among the Ele- 
phants,' said, '.'Elephant numbers 
are being drastically reduced as a 
direct result of the increased price 
of Ivory and ah uncontrolled ivory 
trade. The trade must be tightly 
controlled.'’ 

An alternative view is held by 
Ian Parker, aulhor of Ivory Crisis,' 

. who was chief consultant on ihe 
TV documentary. 

A former game warden in Ke- 
nya, farmer, hunter and ivory 
■, deafer,- he argues that elephants 
are being displaced by the expan- 
ding human : population, of which 
poaching fs a symptom. . 

From being a sea of elephants 
.. with , a; few islandq • of humanity, 
Africa is becoming a sea of people ' 
with islands of elephants. •. 

Parker malntalhs that a ban on 
1 fooVy trading would do. nothing lb* 

, stop this .Inexorable process.' 
“Conservationists should stop 
; rushing . around : ; trying to save 
• every, elephant .everywhere," he ■ 
...told me, In a, recent interview. , 

^African’ ■governments;' have y 
: bedri: fed a. lot .of .Woolly Ideas ' 
r about protecting -Midlife, with little' 

; ; •thbughl to the practicalities. They '■ 
should 7 bK .down ; and take stock,' 
f than deckfo where to concentrate - 
■ thplr fimfted resources to best! ef- 
fect. Tt 'you b.dd, up the : money 1 . 

oriiAril ' ikaarKr rtn Am, Jiintnlinh . ... * * 
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Elephant herds are the biggest tourist attraction In Kenya’s Ambosell National 
.Park. But how long will these beasts evade the poachers? 

Deciding which elephants 
should live and which should die Is 
a painful process but one which 
Parker feels Is long overdue. 

Certainly, elephants that feed 
on or walk over crops are going to 
be shot, speared, snared or pol- 

soned anyway — farmers can 

i hardly be blamed for protecting 
their only food supply. 

If that W8re the only major 
source of elephant mortality, It 
might be comforting that there are 
enough elephants in parks and 
reserves throughout Africa to 
preserve the species. But that 
isn't the case. 

Fifty per cent of elephants live 
outside protected areas (and ulti- 
mately will find themselves com- 
peting with man for their habitat), 
but even those within protected 
Ian Redmond examines Ivory in Rwanda areas are not 8afe - 

• Many of the best known parks 
.... .. . m Africa have suffered a elgnlff- 

V'*-, • .v.« ‘ :■ ■ ;c-v •••*./. cant (If not disastrous) reduction fn 

/■;' V elephant numbers. And the only 

• * ‘ V. "■ reason these elephants are being 

‘ ; ' . . • . . * killed is for their ivory. 

' / : In Nairobi, Kenya, Douglas- 

' •' '/ * . Hamilton told me of reports 

poachers with automatic weapons 
shot about 100 elephants In 

sr* Mount ElBon Na,lonai 

;.'&k i'/ ■ ' • - ’ Vi’* More disturbing were observa- 

^ ^ ■ f - * • lona from h!a own plane. He had 

•• .'!• l U0t COfne ^m Zambia and. flying 

Zamb?aT r d^h L ^ a, J Q y a N Valley ^ 

n Zambia S Uuargwa Valley : . . , * . . for Conservation Education In 

' ' Gloucestershire, England, Just 

raid 0 ' 8 ' ° ar> a f0rd ’ ' Psfkor- room |h today's" Africa for* that the Luangwa elephant po- 

d ‘ ; .-•■ : : vi v. ■ ;■ . « ;v:- maHy elephants: ‘ ° ,- r h Putetlon at little more than 20,000' 

■'Any. above : that. . number ■ you ^ Mrf-fh 8o years is *tiii ^ • ae^nst.. i:i 0,000 in . i'973.-: , 

W vn : ; .|a|b, - the speclqs: c^n be^hsld- si2 3 a African state con- 
^eferring io eatlmate3 orA mfnl-'i'S r ed aafe and elephant conse^a; ' S,n^ 9 a, . ep hshia,' and using his 
. :/ ' a^ccess.*'- ' v '“ . .? n ^ erv ? 2 U ^ 8 J concluded that 

i. .Vi':-. •; v . -have. Wen 'virtually' ell- 










Death 9" the Plains: a butchered^phant iB rotthg ^ 
fn Zainbla s Luargwa Valley 9 . . 
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minaied in some areas nnd»_ 
reduced in many others l* 9 ** 1 

Only in southern Africa 
numbers stable or lncre£ S 

reasons for poachina are cS ' 

but factors causing an SS 
Include political turmoil aR 
ger, weak law enforceS^ 
enormous increase In theiLS 
and availability of weapons 2 
roads and more vehicles to Iran? 
port the ivory. ' 

The number of bush ware also b 
pertinent — poaching can bom 
feed hungry troops and, through 
ivory, provide an International, 
rency for arms deals. 

Understanding Ihe problem ij 
one thing; dealing with H * 
another. Douglas-Hamllton m 
me, "The time has come to hunch 
a massive international cam- 
paign to motivate public opto 
akin to that which brought about 
the moratorium on commercial 
whaling. 

"We've had Save The Whale - 
now it's time to Save The Be- 
phant. The best way Is to remove 
the financial incentives for poach- 
ing." 

The dramatic collapse In num- 
bers in the past decade wee 
caused by ivory poachers, not by 
farmers taking elephant land, he 
said. Some of the worst catastro- 
phes were in "protected" areas 
with no human population. 

Proposals for a clampdownon 
the Ivory business Is anathema to 
those In the trade and to most 
conservationists in Zimbabwe. 

There, elephants are reasonably 
well protected and "harvested" to 
generate income from Ivory, meal 
and hides. 

The system creates em- 
ployment, and everyone can see a 
good reason for putting up with el- 
ephants. 

Douglas-Hamllton agrees that 
politicians In Africa now can see 
they are losing a valuable re- 
source which could ba manajw 
profitably, but he argues Zim- 
babwe Is a speolal case, not w m 
cal of moat of Africa. 

"Zimbabwe's poltcles wofbf 
about five per cent of Afrij* 
phants, but In promoting “J 
trade, they may Jeopartfze w 
survival of the other 95 per cent'" 

leas well organized cojjWJ: 
Even In Zimbabwe, p 
policy has yet to stand the IH 

tim0, M 

Despite controversy, thore la M 

agreement on certain PP |nt8, 

Both camps agree 
can elephant, as a 
In immediate danger of extlnd 

And Douglas-Hamllton 

cure that the 9™®*“? Sati®'* 1 
threat Is the uncurbedpWj 
growth of the human 
difference boils down jojjvjj 
view the loss of 
quarters of a million elephant* w 

more. 

Parker, a pragma Nat, sg 
content to let the e j8P ha !j PJQ 
tlori fall until It stabilizes 

which only the African 

who have to share thane j$ 

elephants- can delerniW" 

sad, but it Is Inevitable, • 

The outcome of 
would probably W . f hoU8 and ^ 
continent with a ^Ji^of N8^ , 
ephante kept ,n f. 1 h f a S? J mS* ■ 
managed parks that pfi ' 
than game ranches -r 
many would view with 0 B , 

heart. 


both 1 conservaiiw'^ ;• 

traders alike" : c ^. gffl ii ; 
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Jordan Television Channel 2 
New Cycle Programme from 3-9 January 1987 


Saturday 


• 8:30 Dad's Army 

* 9:00 Spotlight 

* 9:15 Saturday Variety 
Show 

• 10:20 Feature Film. 


Sunday 


* 8:30 Who's The Boss: 
Tony Danza is a single 
father /live-in housekeeper to 
Judith Light, a single mother/c- 
areer woman. And when these 
two get together the sparks 
really fly. 

* 9:10 The Story of S.O.E.. 
after that a new documentary 
called The Day The Universe 
Changed”: Each new scientific 
discovery has forced mankind 
to change many of Its most 
treasured beliefs. Now, 
writer-producer James Burke 
poses this question: if past 

i viewB of the universe were va- 
lid for their times. Is our current 
view any better, or Is it just dif- 
ferent? 

Filmed in exotic locations 
around the world, "The Day 
The Universe Changed" shows 
where today’s perceptions 
came from — and offers a fa- 
scinating and challenging 
glimpse of where we mBy all be 
going. 

* 10:20 Murder She Wrote 


Monday 


. 1 8:30 No Place Like Home 

* 9:30 Sandokan, the new 
mlniseries: Sandokan, the Pir- 
ate known as the "Tiger of 


Malaysia" who tries to regain 
liberty for his homeland. 

* 10:20 "The Ballerinas": A 
lavish creation of the Golden 
days of Ballet In Paris. 

Tuesday 

* 8:30 Music Box 

* 9:30 Ever Decreasing Cir- 
cles: in the road where Martin 
and his wife Ann live, he is the 
Chairman of the Resident s 
Association, the Tennis Club 
Committee, the Motor Club, the 
Cricket Club, the Snooker and 
the Darts Clubs and so on Life 
for Martin runs like clockwork 
and his spare time, when he’9 
finished organizing everything, 
he's a keen DIY enthusiast. 

Ann is a patient and suppor- 
tive ally but she can be driven 
to despair by her husband s 
hectic routine. Though loyal to 
Martin, Ann is not Immune to 
the attractions of their neighb- 
our. Paul Rayman. He is a ba- 
chelor and the owner of the lo- 
cal hairdressing salon — he 
and Martin seldom see eye-to- 
eye. 

* 1Q;2Q The Fourth Arm, 
starring: Philip Latham and 
Paul Shelly. The fourth arm 
traces the development of a 
top-secret mission to destroy a 
military complex in Northern 
France used by the Germans 
to stockpile the deadly VI flying 
bomb, shortly to be launched 
against Britain. 

Wednesday 

* 8:30 Three's Company 


* 9:10 The Africans, a new 
documentary series: More than 
three times the size of Europe. 
Africa contains over 50 coun- 
tries end at least 400 million 
people, who are divided into a 
great variety of groups, each 
with its own culture, language 
and history. "The Africans” is a 
major nine-part series that 
paints a colourful and enthrall- 
ing picture of Africa past and 
present. From an insider's point 
of view, the series presenter. 
Professor Ali Zazrul, examines 
the Western. Islamic and In- 
digenous Influences which to- 
day affect every country on the 
continent. 

* 10:20 Aspen 


Thursday 


* 8:30 Growing Pains 

* 9:10 Remington Steele 

* 10:20 Feature Film. 


Friday 


• 8:30 Throb: Diana Canova 
stars in Throb, the mad-cap. off 
beat, comedy series about a di- 
vorced mother in her 30' s 
working in the freutic world of 
rock music. But will she sur- 
vive? 

*■10:20 Paradise Postponed, 
the new drama — series, star- 
ring: Michael Hordern and Ann- 
ette Crosbie: Was the Rev- 

erend Simeon Simcox a lunatic 
or a saint? Why, as a life-long 
Socialist, did the Rector of 
Rapstone Fanner bequeath his 
not inconsiderable fortune to a 
Conservative Cabinet Minister, 


The New Programme Cycle from 1 January - 31 March 1987 


Saturday 


4 6:00 Entree Libre 'LG. 
Francnise" 

* 6:30 Documentaire 
a 7:00 LE JOURNAL 

* 7:15 Feuilleton 

* 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW 
a 7:45 Science World 

* 8:00 NEWS IN ARABIC 

* 8:30 Ever Decreasing 
Ci cles 

* 9:00 Spot Light 

* 9:10 Paradise Postponed 

. # 10:00 NEWS IN ENGLISH 

* 10:20 Feature Film 

Sunday 

; * 6:30 Telefilm 

6:00 Lea Cing Deruieres 
.Mr. Julien Journal 

* 7:00 LE JOURNAL 

7:16 Femilleton ' • , 

. * 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW • 

. 7:46 Variety .. 

.. ’ 6:00 NEWS IN ARABIC : 
l , .8:30 Who's The Boss 

* 9:00 Variety ' 

; 9:1Q The Story Qf S.O.E. . 

• me Day The;Unlverse , • !• 

■ Changed, 

■ * 10:00; NEWS .IN' ’.ENGLISH; 

. 10:20 Down Town . - : 

Monday ; ; 

;8:00 DooumHntaire : ! 

: . *>6:S0- MediclnS ;A La Ure : 

V^QP-! LE JOURNAL : ; 


* 7:15 Sporta 

* 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW 

* 7:45 Zero One 

4 8:00 NEWS IN ARABIC 

* 8:30 No Place Like Home 

* 9:00 Variety 

* 9:10 Sandokan 
Anastazia 
Range of Angels 

4 10:00 NEWS iN ENGLISH 

* 10:20 The Ballerinas 

* Omnibus Hemingway 
The Mugol8 


Tuesday 

1 6:00 Feuilleton 

* 6:30 Le Petit Docteur 
Mollere 

* 7:00 LE JOURNAL 

'? 7:15 Varieties . ' 

.* 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW ■ 

. * 7 45 Econ. Made Easy 

* 8:00 NEWS IN ARABIC . 
;■» 8:30 Music Box 

'•* 3:30 Comedy Series . 

* 10:00 NEWS IN ENGLISH 
' * 10:20 The Fourth Arm 

Wednesday 

/ : 1; • B:db Des Chjffie? at DeB 

.v . Letters. • 

■ i* 6:30 L'Ecole Des Fams 
, V 7:00 LE JOURNAL - 
. r i * '7:15 Magazine ■ . . . 

•■ * 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW - 

' ;.• '*: 7:45, Variety ; , ■ , U ’* '. 

.•-'’X 8:00 NEWS IN. ARABIC _ 


* 8:30 Three's Company 

* 8:00 Variety 

* 9:10 Documentary 

* 10:00 NEWS IN ENGLISH 

* 10:20 Best Seller: 

Asper 

Captaino and The Kings 


Thursday . 


Jemnes&e 
• • 6:00 Varieties 
, Champs Elysees 
Grande Echlquler 

* 7:00 LE JOURNAL. 

* 7:16 Feuilleton 

* 7:30 NEWS IN HEBREW 

* 7:45 The World's Sports 

* 8:00 NEWS IN ARABIC 
4 8:30 Growing Pains 

Me and My Girl 

* 9:00 Variety 


4 9:10 Remington Steele 

4 10:00 news in English 

4 10:20 Feature Film 



Richard Briers as Martin, Peter Egan as Paul, and 
Penelope Wilton as Ann in EVER DECREASING 
CIRCLES. Saturday at 8;30 


Friday 

* 6:30 Lond Metrage . ' . 

7:00 LE JOURNAL' • 

•' 7:16 Feuilleton rj.-- 1 , 

4 7:30 NEW IN HEBREW 1 ; 

. *' 7 45 History of Medicine; - 
4 8:00 NEWS IN ARABIC 
■* 8:30 Throb 

4 9:00 W. Preview : . , ■ - 

• * 0:10 Falcon Crest . : ■ ;i. 

• 4 10:00 NEWS IN. ENGLISH r 
' * 10:20 Uhhatural CauBBS j. 

Spearfield'e D.augnler " . ^ 


a local lad made good? 

Henry, the elder Simcox son, 
seeks the answers in his family 
past in the heart of the Oxford- 
shire countryside, from the 
squire on the hill to the poacher 
in the woods, the lives of the 
inhabitants of Rapstone Fanner 
and surrounding parishes un- 


fold in extended flashbacks, as 
Henry moves closer to under- 
standing his father's legacy. 

And when the secret Is fin- 
ally revealed, a further enigma 
is unveiled, showing that noth- 
ing about the Rector of Rap- 
stone Fanner can be taken for 
granted .... 
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MELODY FOR EVERY TASTE ! N 
* Whatever mood you’re In, 

yuqrve got your kind.of music I 

Come and enjoy the cozy atmosphere of our 

‘ , NEW OASIS LOUNGE , 
over your fevouritedrink^ 

. Dally except Fridays 
From 6.30pm .10.30 pm 

■■■...ip, Svvjrc cy) 

•• v Amman . '> 'cjUx., ! 
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puzzles 


ACROSS 


1 Believe one side or the 
nmninl tG). 

5 Kept quiet (8). 

9 Say no to getting a 
record by mail order (8j. 

10 Many lights used in the 
theatre f6i. 

11 Such a constituency will 
have Ml’s on edge, pre- 
sumably (8, 4). 

IS Short way round com- 
pany tax (4). 

14 Spiteful woman to aban- 
don wrongdoing (3-5). 

1? One showing enthusiasm 
and unusual verve for 
the dance (8). 

18 River on course (4). 

20 Shakespeare's play- 
house in the round? 
(5.7). 

23 At last I have something 
for a salad (6). 

24 Type of porcelain food 
container (8). 

25 Don't give up In attempt 
to gel a win (3,5). 

28 Fall back In common 
mutual defence (6). 


2 Attack is excellent, in . 
way (4). 

3 Medicated preparation 
reduced by 10 % (9). 

4 Eat oiii on a badly run 
vessel (3-3). 

5 Relics as tourist al trac- 
tions of the ftiture? 

a (7,2.2,41. 

6 Greek coasters in a 
storm (8). 

7 Empty sheep ranges <5>. 

8 Stresses a snip seems to 
produce ( 10 ). 

12 Ship wrecked In lone 
race (5, 5). 

15 The canter adjusted for 
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a Jump (9). 

16 It can make a man hate 
what is repellent to him 
( 8 ). 

19 A bad mark for the er- 
rant magistrate lacking 
rebuke (0). , 

21 African port bar that is 
smashed up (5). 

22 Fifty stick around, look- 
ing far from pleased (4). 

Solution tomorrow 


SOLUTION 


□□□□an □□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□ 
naaaaau^ aaaaan 

□ a a a □ 3 □ 

□□□□aanaEiaaa 

.□□□□□ a 
lagan □□□□□□□al 

□ □□□□□□ 
!□□□□□□□□ naani 

□ a □ □ □ □ 
aggaoaaaaaaa 
u a □ □ a a □ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□aa 
ana □ 3 □ □ 
ntjaaaaaa naanm 
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Irttlmate Starcasts 


Chess 
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C. J. Ippel v K. J. Thurlow. 
Lloyds Bank Guernsey Open 
1983. An unknown Dutchmnn 
took the sliver cup for the 
brilliancy prize at Guernsey's 
annual congress ahead or lill 
the masters. In this diagram 
ns White 'to play) he has 
sacrificed rook for bishop but 
his pieces are poised to attack 
the black king. Can you work 
out how White wins? The 
main line Is six moves deep 
bub White had it nil planned 
before embarking on his 
brilliancy. 


Chess 

solution 

1 B—KtB ch. K— 02; 2 

? —R7 Ch. K—Q3 flf K—B3: 
or it K — Bl: 3 B — B5 
ch); 3 Q—Kt8 ch. K—Q2: 4 
B — KB5 ch. K — Kl: 5 

Q—KKt6 Ch, Q — B2; 6 B—Q7 
chi RxB; 7 RxQ and wins. 


H°" many words ol tour 
letters or more can von 
make from the. letters shown 
hero ? In making a word, each 
letter may he used once only. 
Bach word must contain the 
lame letter, and there must be 
at least one 10-letter word 
In the IlsL. No plurals ; no 
foreign words i no proper 
names, today's TARGET i 
28 words, Rood : 34 words, 

very goad : 3U words, excellent. 

SOLUTION ; 

Adit anti atltf rials dial distal 
distant Install Island laid lain 
land lass last Has nnll sadist 
said sail saint salt sand satin 
slal sisal slain slant slat snail 
staid stain stall stand STAND- 
STILL tall taint tall tanlst 
tldaL 
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Advertise In 

®&f3ferutfalniifta? 

All offices: P.0. Box 591 
Amman — Jordan 
Tel: 664153/4, 667177/8/ 
Telex: 21392, MEDIA JO 


ARIES — March 21 - April 20 

You wfll foal rather restless and unsure of 
Voureah soyoushoufd avoid taking any need- 
: lass rlpks. Thrnk a Utile longer before making 
up your mind and do not ask fob too much. If 
you do not Agree with others try jiot lo gel 
into an argument, 'Instead agree to differ or 
reach compromise. You ahould not waste lima 
■; aecondary mattery nor ahould you fawn up 
Yoif : JEP jep* ' ° n better with Gemini 
and Leo than wflh.CAnper and Capricorn. 

;TAURU$ — • April 21 - May 20 

, C You iihould Concentrate on what you are 
P 9 "*!*®* wl-allow.someobaiacte 

■ td WUmktate you. Try to keep your wits about 
I 'm- Do no afkw some petty official whether 

uflton.trf bank lo. dictate to you. 
■•SuLSa mak ®^4 martyr- of yoLroOIf.- You ■ 

M between 

, yot^ and ^rpartner and to restore ! 

' 1 Ydu wloget on belter Wflh Cpnqerifld 

■ So^ttflriue tbqn With Leo and Scorpta-. - - 

:0J5MIN! Jurib ■ 

' -d^iss&iSS&M - 


CANCER — June 21 . July 21 

mm 

rewsure & wend and .yolihS j£ n ,0 

LEO— Jufy 22 . August 21 • . 

“noeri^te your time and ep- 
«oy on doing whs! is essential. leaving aec- 
«KWry matters untK later. You should tiv to 
ai gd repeating yourself. Be especially careful ' 

. . tio person. If you allow a colleague to. have his 
. own way ki vrfikt'ls more Important to him . 
thm to yoU, he wilf reclprocate on another 
. octiaaion. You will oat on hm»«r u,uk raU., 


LIBRA — September 22 - October 22 

r,PflCo'i^ Cf !l ,dr ? n w Wil1 B,ve V° u something to be 
pleased about. You will have plenty of energy 

thi con ran a 7° ld d,a8i P atln a It- 'You will find 
«W ofjfour convictions and you will 

Hnht if °rv2 0X ? n ii y to ? han a 0 your mlndln the 
light of new Information. 


your partner's mind and will 
keep the peace within your fsmsy. Tn« 
be some nuisances and annoyances w 
you keep your head you will also be etw 

deal with them. You should 
avoid getting Into debt. Try not to ^ 
one! You will pet on tartar ^BhFW" 
Gemini than with Arles and Cancer. 


<: ypfe ^more-.pr younllpnaVlo your ci|llural and 
Interests. YOU ,^l 'soma :g«3 : 

■ tfjOj dedelvd ypur JKftOjfr.ar] qne -of.j^ir 




iiiam iv yyu, m wur, reciprocate on anothnr 
■ ' 00 t»tter with Capri-- ' 

o^ij and PtaCea than.wlth Scorpio and Tau- 

■ VBidoi„ r Auiusi22 - September 2t ' 

- ftW 1h?1ruth Is I'm than pleasant 

. onoe you reiolve ip. 'fade up to It you will 

S2S Tpaourcep 1 to do^I^YwrmiSt^ 


SCORPIO — October 23 - November 

21. AQUARIUS — January 20 • 

You ahould use a Stile more common sense m. 

when dealing with a flnanolal matter:. do not You ahould do your utmost t° "Jf Jfc 
^ rtol aatfe ex- commitments and a promise 

SKW . «S r ' Yptt.*! flnd Mtlsfaotlon in a should not be broken, If you.h^fJJjjd 
• ■■ JS?. I s a > da n oer ihal V QU m ®y take you wHI still be able to 

^i C i5 °l your ,^ l8lJre min it and ne- must act fast. You will be able 
SW family. You win meet someone very. range of your Interests, but y?“ "P yj, «fl 
KtiMiK ^ nfl but , yo u ®bould beware of tkne to do all you would Ww f9.&.|wAi 
letting him. Into | aecret too soop If at all.. . . ■ have to deal with a rather 

■ n£S!Io£ S' “T ”* Nov «ttiber ; 22 . • • . temper. You will get On belter jj 
R^Ofhber 20:/ : . /; . Gemini than vWth Tauruq and Leo. __ 

V i Youcouid^ web Hava some gppd luck, but" 4g . Mard 1 ® 

•houH by 'no means rely, onbeirtg lucky. , - PISCES — February 1 pp 

,end to be rather gloomy artfshogid : !-• . You should try to restrain a 
tQ ,^ee rj youreelf up leas than taotful and ^ 

m 5® ne gf things like drlhk). should In the clrcumetancsa 

:/ . s sswsassr wttiK ^aaas- 

ssM! vsesas 

i/' 7.i- r..:.'i.rlssV 'i'-L-'jJ- ; aw.nske wlt^yoMrhea|th,Jji^^^ 

I*-' :ea * l ^ i v1P ‘ - » ’ ‘on 


should not be broken, If {. 

take you wHI still be able tot^ectit- ^ j * 
must act faat. You will be ableto^^rt 
range of your interests, but you 
time to do sill you would lke 
have to deal with a rather 
and should not allow 
temper. You will get bn beHtt J« h w . 
Gemini than vWth Tauruq and wo- , 

PISCES — February 1« 


ter awe to eararawn r ~ n a be W* 
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By GARY LARSON 
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1986: The year with ‘positive’ happening 


SB 


By Gerard Loughran 

Compass Nows Features 

AS YEARS go, 1986 was better 
than many, worse than the best. 
What was finally disappointing 
was the lack of promise it held out 
for 1987. 

In a year of great expectations 
that were mostly unfulfilled, a 
super -power summit was finally 
arranged but achieved little; two 
tyrannical heads of state (Marcos 
and Duvolier) were peacefully re- 
moved but turmoil followed in their 
wake; international agreements 

re made to unite against terror- 
ism but cracked under individual 
pressures; and "no progress" 
scenarios stretched through the 
months — Afghanistan, Nicara- 
gua. South Africa, the Middle East. 

Hopes that the terrible 1984-65 
famine In Africa would change 
government attitudes toward aid 
wore disappointing (private individ- 
uals were much more generous), 
and it required n frightening Soviet 
radiation leak and massive pollu- 
tion of the River Rhine to start ac- 
tion by commercial and official 
interests to protect people and the 
environment. 

On the scorecard of superpower 
tit-for-tat, the Soviet Union prob- 
ably came off best; President Rea- 
gan found himself seriously em- 
barrassed over the Iran arm s- for - 
hostages deal, his authority dimi- 
nished, while Mikhail Gorbachev s 
PR talents presented a confident 
and strong leader — cunning also, 
as witness his adroit outman- 
oeuvring of Washington on the di- 
plomatic expulsions. But the So- 
viet leader has problems of au- 
thority too, a floundering economy 
and a hopelessly entrenched 
bureaucracy. If Perspective B7 
looks blurred for the super - 
-powers, [t does at least ofter both 
sides a chance to do some re- 
thinking and lower the rethoric 
level. 

To treat the developing coun- 
tries as a homogeneous group is 
absurd and denigrating, thus some 
.are looking toward 1987 in better 
shape than others. 

The Asia-Pacific region Is recov- 
ering from slump conditions, 
though the Philippines faces a cri- 
tical search for internal stability 
and South Korea is troubled by 
dissent. China will hog the spot- 
light as it seeks to reform a rigid 
economic system. 

India Is one of those Third World 
nations that now can export food 
: — it's the world's fourth largest 
grain, producer with a Burplus ol 
29 million tonnes — and with 
neighbours Pakistan, Ban- 
gladesh and Nepal seem& to be 
looking lor co-operation rather 
■ than quarrels. But Sri Lanka's eth- 
nic violence continues to devast- 
ate ttie Island. 

' j Latin America is nursing its in- 
fant democracies, with all but two 
military leaders back In I he bar- 
racks.; Erezil Is seeking to cool an 
overheated economy and solve its 
debt problem,' .while Argentina's 
President Raul Alfonaln is getting 
Ip grips wlth the explosive subject 
of culpabiHty for the dirty war and 
^whether, which and how many of- 
:: 'fibbrs wiil appear In the dock.-: 




People's power topples Marcos 


The challenger disaster 
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Argentina won 
World Soccer Cup 
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SJL sanctions 


Pan Am hijack 
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sort of anxiety. A trend welcomed 
by Africa's friends was greater 
realism about the continent e diffi- 
culties and recognition that blam- 
ing the colonialists a quarter- 
-century after Independence waa 
no longer an option. 

Seeking present achievement 
rather than past grudges as a 
basis for transformation, African 
leaders began discussing ways of 
curtailing population, increasing 
efficiency, eradicating corruption, 
rehandling aid and, in some coun- 
tries, exploring the free market as 
a substitute for state -controlled 
economies. 

"Pretoria saye It detains 266 
children under 16" — the headline 
is a European newspaper in 
- December pointed up (he bizarre 
and violent aspects of the South 
African crisis, still boiling after two 
'years. The Imposition of tough 
sanctions by the United States 
and less tough ones by Europe 
Baeried to. make thd tortoise. 
Qouth Africa withdraw truculently 
into its shell. President Pieter W, 
Botha made no attempt to bring 
.blacks into negotiation and the 1m- 
■ mediate future; seemed to be one' 
..of stalemate and further polarl- 
?tatlon, : S '-: 

'. ... .Terror against .civilians was 
: 'another critical Issue that 1986 
B .left unresolved; Effort* to link Eu- 
fope with .the - , Uni ted' States in S 


7 died in space 
shuttle explosion 


standfast approach were under- 
mined by the continued seizure of 
hostages in Lebanon and such 
morale-sapping campaigns as a 
series of bombings In Paris. A US 
air attack on Libya, perceived by 
Washington as the master terror- 
ist, was greeted mostly with outr- 
age or doubt, the latter reaction 
underlined when subsequent reve- 
lations seemed to point the finger 
more toward Syria. 

Calls to remove the terror syn- 
drome by removing the cause pro- 
duced weary smiles from Middle 
East analysts who saw the year 
pass with no serious move by the 
United States to seek a solution to 
this enduring, violence- 
engendering conundrum. 

Iran and Its war with Iraq now 
constitute as dominant a factor in 
the Middle East equation as the 
Palestinian question, so It . was 
hardly a surprise that this was the 
bog into whiah the Reagan admi- 
nistration blundered. Clear-sighted 
policy lines on the Middle East 
have been lacking In Washington, 
whose officials apparently see 
little profit . In tackling a problem 
that defies solution and riBks elec- 
toral. disadvantage. What optimists 
hope will emerge from the arms 
fiasco. Is determination in Wash- 
ington to recoup status and pres- 
. tigs by applying serious talent and 
resources to a new examination of 
the Middle East problem. ' 
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US aggression against Libya 

In many respects, people In the 
Western nations showed themsel- 
. ves ahead of Ihelr governments in 
displaying . compassion for the 
poor and concern for the environ- 
ment. Scientists are hoping indi- 
viduals will show' similar far- 
-afghtedneas about what was 
probably the biggest problem of all 
, In 1986 and one whloh threatens 
to assume frightening dimensions 
In; the future — AIDS.’ One hun- 
dred.: rrijijloh • sufferers by 1 990 1 b 
the usual prediction: slfice phyd- 




ciana now . con ^? n ‘ d eath, ft 
most certainly means ^ 

references to a . 

dea" are understandable. 

Until a vaoclne 's Ktlou^ 

the area of peraonal beha^o | 

government aotlon, »h 
control resides- ^ 

Gerard Loughran 18 
Editor of Compass News 
turaa. 
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